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Dear 4-H'ers, Parents and Advisors:

We are SOOO excited for the start of the 4-H 
year! We have had lots of phone calls  from 
parents looking to sign children up for 4-H.

Please check with your club advisors about 
when your club will be meeting. Advisors are 
working hard to get things set up for a 
successful and great year

the 2026 4-H Calendar is included in this 
newsletter. Please review dates carefully, as 
some have changed, and start getting them on 
your calendar. I am looking forward to many 
exciting activities and events in 2026. 

Yours in 4-H,

Sami Hull
Extension Educator
4-H Youth Development

Ohio 4-H Conference
The 2026 Ohio 4-H Conference is schedule for 
Saturday, March 21. The Ohio 4-H Conference 
will bring together 4-H Volunteers and Teens 
(age 13 and older) from across Ohio. You can 
participate in a variety of educational sessions 
tht offer something for everyone! Join us as we 
learn from one another to make the best better 
for the Ohio 4-H program. 

If interested in attending please reach out to the 
Extension Office. Registration fees will be 
covered by the Noble County 4-H Council for any 
4-H Volunteer or teen that would like to attend. 

Congratulations to our Award Winners
Congratulations to our two award winners that 
will be recognized at the Ohio 4-H Conference 
Luncheon. 

Sarah Reed, 4-H Alumni Experienced Award 
Winner

Noble County County Club - 4-H Innovator 
Award

We are proud of their accomplishments and 
happy to have them represent Noble County at 
the State level. 
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4-H Update & Volunteer Recognition
The 4-H Advisor Update will be Saturday, February 21, 2026, at the Noble County Community 
Center. All clubs are required to have at least one advisor in attendance. There will be the annual 
Policy 1.50 (Recognizing & Reporting Child Abuse and Neglect) Training and other mandatory 
topics from the State 4-H office. 
We will be holding a lunch reception for our 4-H club advisors and volunteers. Awards and 
certificates will be handed out during our lunch time. Please hold the date for this important 
event. An invitation has been sent out to all 4-H Volunteers. 

4-H Kick Off
4-H Kick Off is Saturday, February 21, 2026, from 6:00-10:00pm at the Noble County Community 
Center. Join 4-H members, advisors, camp counselors, teen ambassador and royalty as they kick 
off the 4-H year with activities and information. Invite your friends, 4-H and non 4-H! This event is 
to help answer questions some may have and maybe even join a 4-H club! Check out the flyer 
included for more details.

OH-QA (Quality Assurance)
The remaining OH-QA dates are:
• In-Person - March 18th at 6:30pm - Location TBD
• In-Person - April 14th at 6:30pm - Location TBD
• In Person - May 12th at 6:30pm - Noble County Fairgrounds
The remaining OH-QA Zoom date is: 
• Zoom - June 7th at 7:00pm - https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/BQCixCqqYb

If for some reason, these dates do not work for your child(ren), they can participate in the online 
QA training ANYTIME, with Youth for the Quality Care of Animals (YQCA) web-based certification.  
This opportunity is available to youth at a cost of $12 per participant and can be taken whenever 
you are able to access the internet. You will go to https://yqcaprogram.org/ Youth who successfully 
complete the entire certification must email the certificate in PDF format to hull.388@osu.edu for 
verification purposes. Youth are strongly encouraged to print and save the PDF certificate for proof 
of participation.  

OH-QA must be completed by these dates to be eligibile to exhibit:
• Ohio State Fair - June 1, 2026
• Noble County Fair - July 1, 2026

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/BQCixCqqYb
https://yqcaprogram.org/
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Noble County 4-H Camps
Noble County 4-H Camp (traditional overnight) - June 9-12, 2026 @ 4-H Camp Hervida
Noble County Day Camp - July 16, 2026 @ Pine Lake Bible Camp
Noble County Cloverbud Camp - July 17, 2026 @ Pine Lake Bible Camp

Noble County 4-H Scholarship
A 4-H Scholarship Fund has been established through the generous donation of money from 
several businesses and many 4-H'ers and individuals. At least three scholarships will be awarded to 
4-H members from Noble County in 2026. Requirements for applying for the scholarship will be: 1) 
Must be a member of the Noble County 4-H program in good standing. 2) Live in Noble County or 
attend a Noble County School. 3) A high school senior graduating in good standing and on time. 4) 
Must have a cumulative 2.75 GPA or higher.
This scholarship funds can be used to purchase tools or equipment if you are entering a trade, pay 
for a certification that you may need for employment; it is not just for students who are going onto 
college. Applications are due April 6, 2026, to the Extension Office. Scholarship forms are 
available now and available at each high school and on the extension website. 

4-H Project Guide Information
The 2026 Project Guide is now posted on the Ohio 4-H website at www.ohio4h.org and available at 
the Extension Office. This is a complete, updated, listing of all the 4-H projects that will be offered 
in 2026. Ohio 4-H Project Central is an easy way for 4-H members to preview Ohio 4-H project 
books and resources. Check out Project Central at www.ohio4h.org/projectcentral . 

Again for 2026, all 4-H project books will be free to Noble County 4-H members! So - we encourage 
4-H members to try a non-livestock project! Reach out to your advisors for questions about specific 
projects. **This does not include Resource Handbooks**

The Noble County Extension Office keeps project books in stock so if you want to get a jump start 
on your projects. Let your advisors know or stop in a grab your books today! 

https://www.ohio4h.org/
https://www.ohio4h.org/projectcentral
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Noble County 4-H Enrollment Deadline
The deadline to enroll youth into a 4-H club is April 1, 2026. Online enrollment must be completed 
and submitted by that day. Projects can be added and/or dropped until May 1, 2026, however no 
youth can be added to a club after the April 1, 2026 deadline and still be eligible for awards at 
judging or Jr. Fair participation.  

Volunteer Application Process
While we always look forward to our advisors returning year after year, we understand that this is 
not always possible. If you do not plan to be an advisor this year, please let us know. If you know 
anyone who is considering becoming a 4-H advisor, they must fill out a 4-H volunteer application 
form, be interviewed, reference checked and submit to a criminal history fingerprint record check 
before that can begin working with a club. In addition, they must attend a mandatory orientation 
session. We understand that there is a fee associated with the fingerprint background check. If a 
receipt is submitted a reimbursement is possible. Applications are available at the Extension 
Office and all new advisors applications for 2026, are due back to the Extension Office by March 
2, 2026.

4-H Age Guidelines
The age guidelines for 4-H participation are as follows:

Eligibility for 4-H membership begins when a child has reached age 5 and is enrolled in Kindergarten as of 
January 1 of the current year (2026) for Cloverbuds. 
Membership to the 4-H club (project) program begins when a child is at least 8 and enrolled in 3rd grade as 
of January 1 of the current year (2026). Any youth age 9 or above as of January 1 is eligible for project 
membership, regardless of grade level. 
Ohio 4-H membership ends December 31st of the year in which an individual attains the age of 19. 

If you have questions about the age guidelines, please call our office at (740) 732-5681. 

State Volunteer Resources
Looking for additional resources as an advisor. Check out the Volunteer Handbook at 
www.ohio4h.org/volunteerhandbook . It contains tons of great information, forms and examples 
to assist you with your club needs. Another professional development tool for advisors is the 4-H 
Volunteer Lunch and Learn Zoom Series. See included flyer for topics and registration. 

https://www.ohio4h.org/volunteerhandbook
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4-H and FFA Dual Enrollment
Ohio 4-H members are often also FFA members, sometimes within the same county and 
sometimes in an adjacent county. These members especially need to keep in mind the 4-H policy 
about 4-H projects being separate from school projects. To keep work in both organizations clearly 
separate, 4-H members are advised to take different species in the two organizations or, at the very 
least to take market animals in one and breeding animals in the other. See the chart for allowable 
and not allowable examples.
 

**Exhibitors who have or will sell market animals at another Jr. Fair are ineligible to show or sell 
market animals at the Noble County Jr. Fair in the same year.**

Horse Members - EquiSTEP Requirements
Ohio 4-H Horse Program's Equine Safety, Training, and Education Program (EquiSTEP) is 
MANDATORY for 2026 for all 4-H members taking a 4-H Horse Project. This program is designed to 
insure that 4-H Horse members get all the necessary training to keep them safe while working 
with horses. You can complete the course online at horse.osu.edu then scroll to EquiSTEP icon. 
Please make sure to email a PDF certificate to hull.388@osu.edu to verify it is completed. There 
will also be an in-person training February 16, 2026 at the Extension Office at 9:00am. Please call to 
register. 

Ohio Beef Expo
Ohio Beef Expo and Judging Contest is scheduled for March 19-22, 2026, at the Ohio Expo Center 
and State Fair. There are numerous opportunities at this event including OH-QA (Quality 
Assurance). More details can be found at www.ohiobeefexpo.com/schedule-events 

4-H FFA

Allowable Market Beef Market Hog

Allowable Market Beef Beef Breeding

Not Allowable Market Beef Market Beef

Allowable Welding (Boot scraper) Welding (Item made for Ag Shop)

Not Allowable Welding (Boot scraper made for Ag Shop) Welding (Boot scraper made for Ag Shop)

https://www.ohiobeefexpo.com/schedule-events
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Making Accommodations for 4-H Members
You may have a 4-H member(s) who are differently-able. Regardless of disability (physical, mental, 
developmental, etc.), it is imperative to work with the child, their club advisor and the Extension 
Office to set goals and modify experiences to meet the child's needs. Everyone is welcome in 4-H 
and we want to make sure youth feel right at home!
Use the Winning 4-H Plan to ensure a positive experience for youth with disabilities
• 4-H Advisor can learn about the child and the special need. Talk to the parents or guardians and 

research the special need on the Internet, at the library, or through a local support group.
• Remember all children are children first, regardless of special need. Recognize both a child's 

abilities and needs.
• Recognize positive behaviors and give lots of positive reinforcement. Make expectations 

realistic. Help the total club membership appreciate and understand the different abilities of its 
members. 

• Have parents or guardians share information with your county Extension professional to help 
the 4-H organization better prepare for the special needs member's participation in project 
judging, skillathons, camp and other 4-H opportunities. We can make accommodations, such as 
reader or scribe help, additional time to complete skillathon station, private setting for project 
judging, adult help during tasks, etc. 

Winning 4-H Plan Request Form - please have them submitted to the Extension Office by May 1, 
2026. Advisors have copies of the form or they are available at 
https://noble.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/4-h-forms 

Market Hog Exhibitors
Just a reminder - The Noble County Jr. Fair Swine Show is Ractopamine-free (ie. No Paylean). 
Swine exhibitors must submit affidavits that verify their market hogs were not fed ractopamine. 
This allows market hogs more options to enter the slaughter chain after fair. The Noble County 
Senior Fair Board is also requiring the use of affidavits. The Breeder/Producer Affidavit must be 
given to the person that you purchase your pig(s) from and have them complete it. It will then need 
turned in with your Market ID Cards and Pictures on June 12, 2026 by 4:30pm. These affidavits can 
be found at https://noble.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/livestock-resources 

**Please note - the market hog show will remain partial terminal. Only champion and reserve 
champion must go to slaughter. Hogs going through the sale ring will be slap tattooed. All 
underweight and overweight hogs must designate by 6:00pm on Wednesday of fair where they will 
be going (which processor, Producers Livestock, or Home). Hogs going home and not in the Jr. Fair 
Sale can leave Friday evening from 8:00-10:00pm. 

https://noble.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/4-h-forms
https://noble.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/livestock-resources
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Ohio and Noble County 4-H Week
Ohio and Noble County 4-H Week will be celebrated March 15-21, 2026. We are looking for 4-H 
members to write articles for the annual "4-H Week Tab" that is published in The Journal. If you 
would like to share your 4-H experiences with others, your article and photo can be emailed to 
hull.388@osu.edu or dropped off to the Extension Office by February 20, 2026.

Sew Ohio 2026
A hands-on sewing workshop to help Ohio 4-H members improve their clothing and textile skills. 
The workshop will be taught by Master Clothing Educator volunteers. The event will be Saturday, 
April 4, 2026 from 9:00am-3:30pm at the Nationwide and Ohio Farm Bureau 4-H Center. See the 
flyer included with the newsletter. 

4-H Member Opportunities
Ohio Camps and Trip Application Due February 27, 2026. 
There are a variety of trips and camps offered. If you are interested in any of the trips, please 
indicate your choice(s) on the application form. Scholarships will be available for the various trips. 
The Noble County 4-H Council will sponsor 75% of the cost of at least one participant to each 
trip/camp if funds are available. After applications are submitted, the 4-H Council will review 
applications and determine scholarship opportunities. You will be notified shortly after that 
meeting. 

Leadership Camp - June 1-5, 2026 - https://ohio4h.org/camp/leadership-camp
4-H Shooting Sports Camp - Junior Camp June 12-14, 2026 & Senior Camp July 12-17, 2026 - 
https://ohio4h.org/families/members/events-opportunties/shooting-sports/4-h-shooting-ed-camp
4-H Sea Camp - July 20-24, 2026 - https://ohio4h.org/camp/sea-camp
4-H STEM Camp - end of June 2026 
4-H Space Camp - June 9-11, 2026 - 
https://spaceadventurecamp.cfaes.ohio-state.edu/home?_gl=1*19asdhz*_gcl_au*ODY2MzA4MTc5Lj
E3Njk1MjIxMTg.
Camp Canopy Forestry Camp - June 7-12, 2026

See the included 2026 Ohio Trip and Camp Opportunities Application

https://ohio4h.org/camp/leadership-camp
https://ohio4h.org/families/members/events-opportunties/shooting-sports/4-h-shooting-ed-camp
https://spaceadventurecamp.cfaes.ohio-state.edu/home?_gl=1*19asdhz*_gcl_au*ODY2MzA4MTc5LjE3Njk1MjIxMTg
https://ohio4h.org/camp/sea-camp
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2026 Junior Fair Schedule
Wednesday, August 26, 2026 (Evening)
• Stall Assignments Posted

Thursday, August 27, 2026
• Tack and Bedding can be brought in and pen and stalls set up.
 **No chutes/stands/tents and No animals**

Friday, August 28, 2026
• Tack and Bedding can be brought in and pen and stalls set up.
 **No chutes/stands/tents and No animals*

Saturday, August 29, 2026 after 9:00am
• Tack, grooming chutes and stands and tents can be brought in
 **No animals**

Sunday, August 30, 2026
• Livestock (Cattle, Goats, and Sheep) and Horses can start coming in at 12:00pm (Noon)
 **No Market Hogs until Monday**
• Rabbits (follow schedule for weigh-in and check-in)
◦ Weigh-in and Check-in 2:00-5:00pm
◦ All rabbits must be weighed and checked in by 5:00pm

• Poultry (follow schedule for weigh-in and check-in)
◦ Weigh-in and Check-in 5:00-7:00pm
◦ All poultry must be weighed and checked in by 7:00pm

Monday, August 31, 2026
• Horses in by 3:00pm
• Livestock (Cattle, Goats, Sheep) continue to arrive
• Market Hogs can ONLY be brought to fairgrounds on Monday from 6:00am-9:00am or 

6:00pm-9:00pm. Hogs cannot be unloaded until checked by a Fair Superintendent at DUNF check 
station. Hogs will be weighed off trailers.
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2026 Junior Fair Schedule - Continued
Monday, August 31, 2026
 9:00am  Jr. Fair Rabbit Showmanship & Jr. Fair Rabbit Breeding Show
 Noon  Jr. Fair Market Poultry Show (Market Ducks, Market Chickens, Market Turkeys)
 3:00pm No Limits Match Event at Horse Arena
 4:00pm Jr. Fair Dog Show (Showmanship & Obedience)
 5:00pm Jr. Fair Roping Show
 6:00pm Jr. Fair Contest Horse Show

Tuesday, September 1, 2026
 7:00am All livestock my be on grounds
 7:30am Market Goat & Market Lamb weigh-in
 8:30am Feeder Calves, Dairy Beef Feeders & Market Beef weigh-in
 9:00am Jr. Fair Market Rabbit Show
 Noon  Jr. Fair Goat Show (Showmanship, Breeding, Market)
 5:00pm Jr. Fair Pleasure Horse Show
 6:00pm Jr. Fair Swine Showmanship

Wednesday, September 2, 2026
 8:00am Jr. Fair Market Hog Show
 2:00pm Jr. Fair Sheep Show (Showmanship, Breeding, Market)
 6:00pm Jr. Fair Market Beef Show followed by Jr. Fair Beef Breeding Show
 
Thursday, September 3, 2026
 8:30am Jr. Fair Beef Showmanship
 Noon  Jr. Fair Feeder Calf Show (Dairy Beef Feeders, Feeder Calf Heifers, Feeder Calf  
    Steers) 
 1:00pm Jr. Fair Poultry Showmanship & Breeding Poultry Show
 6:00pm 4-H Achievement Night

Friday, September 4, 2026
 9:30am Showman of Showmen Contest
 12:30pm Beef Obstacle Course
 5:00pm Lamb & Goat Fun Show
 7:00pm No Limits Livestock Show
 7:30pm Horse Fun Show
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2026 Junior Fair Schedule - Continued
Saturday, September 5, 2026
 9:30am  Jr. Fair Sale Starts
 12:30pm Sale Champions - Jr Fair Sale continues immediately after
 2:30pm Small Animals Sale Starts

Sunday, September 6, 2026
 6:00am 4-H Booth Exhibits released in Burkitt Hall (must be removed by 2:00pm)

2026 Jr. Fair Rule Change
VIII. Poultry
(ADD) C. Market Duck Rules
1. Market Duck Pens consist of 2 ducks of the same breed type. ALl duck breeds are acceptable. 

Each exhibitor is permitted to sell two pens. 
2. Ducks for projects must be in exhibitor's possession at least six weeks prior to the opening day 

of the fair. Ideally 6 to 10 weeks of age at fair. Hatched first to middle of July.
3. Fair weight - Minimum 3lb per duck. No maximum.
4. No clipped wings. Required to have dry feathers and body at fair weigh-in.
5. All Market Ducks must be naded to the Jr. Fair weigh-in. 
6. Market Ducks must be purchased from a NPIP Hatchery and have documentation.
7. Champion and Reserve Champion Market Ducks Pen must sell. A 3rd, 4th, and 5th overall will 

be selected. 
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Noble County 4-H Communication Tools
There are many ways that we try to communicate dates, important information, deadlines, and 
reminders. Check out the following ways to stay up-to-date:

  Ohio State - Noble County 4-H

 
  oh.4honline.com - you may receive emails from oh.4honline.com

  
  Google Calendar - If you utilize online calendaring try our new Noble County 4-H  
    Google Calendar. go.osu.edu/noble4hcalendar

Meet Your 4-H Educator - Sami Hull
Sami is an Ohio State Extension Educator in 4-H Youth Development with a focus on empowering 
Noble County youth to engage in projects that help develop or grow their SPARK. She grew up in 
Noble County and was a 10 year 4-H member and a 4 year Shenandoah FFA member. She has been 
working in OSU Extension in various positions since 2012. 

Family - Sami lives with her husband Brad, and children
  Jace, Hailee, Grantlee, Ivy & Owen
Favorite Color - Light Purple
Favorite Fast Food - Wendy's
Favorite Movie - Wizard of Oz
Favorite Holiday - Thanksgiving
Favorite Place to Travel to - Disney World

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory 
basis. For more information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. 


