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Freshly Fueled for the New Year 

As I write the first Ag Line of the New Year, I sit gazing out the window, fresh-ground hot 
coffee in hand, watching the first accumulating snow fall of the year sprinkle flakes gracefully on 
the landscape that has been brown for months due to drought. With all of the start fresh feelings 
that a new year brings, I couldn’t think of a better morning to start fresh. This year I am taking a 
deep breath and deliberately approaching a fresh outlook on my work in Extension for the 
coming year. 

One of the ways that I am starting the mornings of 2025 is by reading a liturgy that pairs with 
normal daily tasks. Liturgies are prayers that prompt mindfulness and can stir a feeling of greater 
purpose even among the most mundane daily tasks. The one I read this morning was “A Liturgy 
for the Labors of Community” by Douglas McKelvey from the collection Every Moment Holy: 
Volume One Pocket Edition. The liturgy is several paragraphs of flowing words that ask for 
guidance and blessings on work that benefits community. All of which embodies the work of 
Extension. A brief portion of that liturgy is: 

“Let all that we do here, in these brief lives, in this our brief moment to love, in this the work you 
have ordained for this community, flower in winsome and beautiful foretaste of greater glories 
yet to come.”  

As each day of 2025 passes, I will aspire to give my best to address the needs of our community, 
through small acts and simple conversations. Regardless of what challenges will come our way 
this year, I hope to start fresh each morning with a positive outlook to seek the best outcome in 
every situation.  

How will you start fresh in 2025? 

Here are some suggestions of practical ways to start fresh on the farm. 

• Stock your first aid kit. 
• Change batteries in flashlights. 
• Change or sharpen pocketknife blades. 
• Service your equipment with fresh fuel and clean filters.  
• Clean battery terminals.  
• Check tire pressures. 
• Run your equipment and troubleshoot for equipment issues that could be corrected in the 

off-season. 
• Sweep your shop and remove trash.  
• Scrap or market un-needed or broken metal. 



• Check for expired products and dispose of them appropriately (paint, oils, herbicides, 
medications, etc.) 

• Check for fire hazards near ignition sources- extension cords, heat lamps, dust, etc. 
• Change animal bedding and clean the feeding pad. 
• Clean water troughs and check elements for corrosion.  
• File your 2024 paperwork and designate a new place for 2025 record keeping. 
• Inventory feed stocks, animal numbers, and animal health products. 
• Budget for feed, seed, and fertilizer 
• Schedule appointments for health and financial consults and hold calendar space for 

vacations, and family gatherings. 
• Take a moment for yourself to make your comfort drink, find a comfy seat, take a deep 

breath, and soak up the fresh rays of a new day. 

You don’t have to have grand plans to make great differences. You don’t have to set lofty goals 
and resolutions to fulfill. You can choose to just refuel and start fresh. The best part is you can 
choose to do it any day in any moment. 

I hope the first moments of your new year are filled with blessings that multiply abundantly over 
the days ahead. If OSU Extension can assist you in creating a better day tomorrow, we would be 
happy to provide opportunities for you to pursue. Please send suggestions for fresh outreach 
ideas to me at gelley.2@osu.edu or call 740-305-3173.  

Happy New Year to you and yours! 

Upcoming Events & Drought Relief News 

Join Noble and Guernsey Soil and Water Conservation Districts and the Ohio Department of 
Agriculture for a meeting about planning for future weather events by implementing grazing 
management and available assistance programs at 6:00 p.m. on January 7, 2025 at Deerassic 
Park’s Education Center (14250 Cadiz Rd, Cambridge, OH 43725). Call SWCD to RSVP at 740-
732-4318.  

The Noble County MGVs invite you to bring your gardening passion into the classroom and out 
into the community by going a step beyond your current gardening hobby and joining the Noble 
County Master Gardener Volunteers in 2025. Master Gardener Volunteers complete a training 
course that ensures they are prepared to assist others in their community with growing and caring 
for plants. A 2025 training class is assembling now. To host a local training, we need at least five 
committed people to enroll. There is an application to fill out and turn in that can be picked up at 
the Noble County OSU Extension Office (46049 Marietta Rd. Suite 2, Caldwell, OH) or emailed 
to you. We would like applications returned as soon as possible in order to determine the best 
day of the week and time to hold our training classes. While training in other locations can cost 
$200 or more, our training sessions will be offered at no cost to Noble County residents! Simply 
enroll and commit to the program. Out of county participants are also welcome to join our 
training and be members in the county MGV group of their choice. However, out of county 
participants will be expected to register and pay $75 to cover material costs associated with the 
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training. Contact Christine Gelley to learn more about the Master Gardener Volunteer Program at 
gelley.2@osu.edu or 740-732-5681. 

January’s Farm Talk Breakfast will be held from 8:30-10:00 AM on Friday, January 24, 202-5 at 
the Noble County OSU Extension Office (46049 Marietta Rd. Caldwell). Join us to learn about 
various types of generators and battery backup systems for residences accompanied by fresh 
cooked breakfast. Free to attend, but RSVPs required by January 22. Call 740-732-5681 or email 
gelley.2@osu.edu to RSVP. 

Private fertilizer and pesticide applicators who need to recertify their licenses in 2025 are invited 
to attend the training for Noble and Guernsey County Applicators on January 30, 2025 at the 
Extension Operations Building (16714 Wolf Run Rd. Caldwell). Fertilizer recertification will be 
offered from 5-6 p.m. Pesticide recertification will be offered from 6-9 p.m. Please contact the 
Extension Office to confirm your attendance by emailing gelley.2@osu.edu or calling 740-732-
5681. 

Most of Noble County is now in D1 or D2 drought status. While conditions have improved, 
farmers can still apply for retroactive drought assistance compensation. Producers who wish to 
learn more about drought relief assistance can get the most up to date information from the Farm 
Service Agency online at https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/disaster-tool. You can 
also reach out the Guernsey-Noble FSA Office. The staff of OSU Extension are here and willing 
to help assist producers however we can to develop ways to cope with the impacts of drought. 
Reach out to us at 740-732-5681 or gelley.2@osu.edu or visit our drought response website at: 
https://kx.osu.edu/page/early-drought-response. 
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