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Becoming a Beekeeper

Ohio State Extension and the Guernsey-Noble Beekeepers will be holding a Beginner’s
Beekeeping Class from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, March 15, 2025, at the Ohio State
Extension Operations Building (16714 Wolf Run Rd. Caldwell). This class will teach
participants the basics of beekeeping and honey collection along with what equipment is needed,
how to handle honeybees, creating a healthy hive, potential problems for our bee population, and
will provide resources from our local bee club to assist you in getting started.

Registration to the class includes a one-year membership in the Guernsey-Noble Beekeepers and
the Ohio State Beekeepers Associations. The Guernsey-Noble Beekeepers meet monthly with
educational topics that range from honey production to disease management to winter
preparation and more!

The cost for this course is $40.00 ($10.00 for each additional person from the same household)
payable to the Guernsey-Noble Beekeepers. To enroll please email Don Crock at
doncrock@yahoo.com or Christine Gelley at gelley.2@osu.edu (or call 740-732-5681) with your
name, phone, and email included. Space is limited, so please RSVP as soon as you are able to
reserve your seat.

Other sessions will follow later in the year, with dates depending on weather, that give hands-on
experience in the apiary.

To learn more about the Guernsey-Noble Beekeepers, visit:
https://www.guernseynoblebeekeepers.com/

To learn more about the Ohio State Beekeepers Association, visit:
https://ohiostatebeekeepers.org/

Interested in supporting pollinators without keeping bees? Visit: https://www.ohiopollinator.org/

Upcoming Events & Drought Relief News

Private fertilizer and pesticide applicators who need to recertify their licenses in 2025 are invited
to attend the training for Noble and Guernsey County Applicators on January 30, 2025 at the
Extension Operations Building (16714 Wolf Run Rd. Caldwell). Fertilizer recertification will be
offered from 5-6 p.m. Pesticide recertification will be offered from 6-9 p.m. Please contact the
Extension Office to confirm your attendance by emailing gelley.2@osu.edu or calling 740-732-
5681.
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Salt Fork State Park is teaming up with the Ohio Division of Wildlife to create fish habitats using
our recycled live Christmas trees! To join this eco-friendly effort simply remove all decorations
from your tree and drop it off at Salt Fork State Park at the parking lot behind the Administrative
Office located at 14755 Cadiz Road, Lore City. Please deliver your tree by January 31!

The Noble County Master Gardener Volunteers invite you to bring your gardening passion into
the classroom and out into the community by going a step beyond your current gardening hobby
and joining the Noble County Master Gardener Volunteers in 2025. A training class is
assembling now! We plan to start meeting weekly on Thursday evenings. Our first class is
planned for 5:30-8:30 p.m. on March 6. Classes will continue each Thursday through May 29.
There will also be opportunities for field trips and makeup classes if enrollees encounter
schedule conflicts. There is an application to fill out and turn in that can be picked up at the
Noble County OSU Extension Office (46049 Marietta Rd. Suite 2, Caldwell, OH) or emailed to
you. This year’s training will be held in conjunction with two other counties. Noble, Guernsey,
and Monroe County OSU Extension will be teaming up to provide new volunteer training to our
interested members. Class host locations will rotate among all three counties with classes in
Caldwell, Old Washington, and Woodstfield with Zoom call connections available for those
unable to travel week to week. Interested parties should contact the ANR Educator for their
county to apply, enroll, and confirm registration details. We will work to make the class
accommodate your needs. Noble County- Christine Gelley: gelley.2@osu.edu | 740-732-5681

Most of Noble County is now in DO-D1 drought status. While conditions have improved, farmers
can still apply for retroactive drought assistance compensation. Producers who wish to learn
more about drought relief assistance can get the most up to date information from the Farm
Service Agency online at https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/disaster-tool. You can
also reach out the Guernsey-Noble FSA Office. The staff of OSU Extension are here and willing
to help assist producers however we can to develop ways to cope with the impacts of drought.
Reach out to us at 740-732-5681 or gelley.2(@osu.edu or visit our drought response website at:
https://kx.osu.edu/page/early-drought-response.
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