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Bee-en There, Done That- Beginning Beekeeping

“I’m a terrible bee mom!”

That’s what I thought almost seven years ago as I found dozens of tiny bee carcasses around my
first hive. My first attempt at establishing a colony of honeybees did not go as well as I had
hoped. I had ordered a package of bees, but when they arrived in April of 2018, we had a cold
spell that delayed to installation of my queen and her subjects into the home I had spent hours
and hundreds of dollars preparing for them. They lived inside our home in their package, in my
bathtub, in our basement, for almost a week before the temperatures warmed up enough for them
to be installed in their hive outside.

It wasn’t long after what I thought was a successful install, I started to find dead bees. Lots of
dead bees. I was so sad. My brand-new colony was dying, and I hadn’t even had them for a
month. Fortunately, I knew who to call for help- the county bee inspector, who was also the
President of our local bee club, and he came right away to observe what was happening. He
collected a sample of my dead bees and sent them to a laboratory for testing. It turned out that
my bees were sick. They were sick when they arrived, and they got sicker over time from a
parasitic fungus.

Fortunately, my hive boxes were still safe to use, and I was able to get another colony of bees
from a member of our bee club shortly after my first colony died off. They seemed to do well all
summer and winter, but come the following spring, they left me. They all flew away, and I was
left with an empty hive. On my third try, I got a wild swarm of honeybees. Those honeybees
have been with me since the summer of 2019. It turns out, third time was the charm.

Or was it... Just kidding!
In the Spring of 2023, my bees left me again.

Again, with the support of the bee club, I wasn’t an empty nester for long. I adopted another nuc
(short for nucleus- a queen, with worker bees, laying brood, and producing honey) of bees that
Don Crock had caught as a wild swarm, and they were strong, lively, and productive. Oh, my
were they strong and mean. I admire these bees. They don’t put up with any nonsense. Despite
trying my best to be gentle with them, I almost always squish one moving boxes or press one
between the seams of my pants and get stung. They are very protective and responsive! I hope
they will accept my care and stay with me through another year.

You might be thinking, “Wow, she really is a bad bee mom. She’s been through 4 colonies of
bees in 7 years.”



It is true, I am far from a great beekeeper, but I am persistent, I am learning, and I understand
that life is hard on bees and the way the behave isn’t all a reflection of my care. The bees have
their own mom- the queen! They are living their own lives and I am just here providing room
and board. What I probably need to do is acquire more hives so when a loss occurs, hopefully I
won’t lose them all, because if I am in this for the long haul, I will lose bees again.

Had I not attended that beginning beekeepers’ class and been connected with the Guernsey-
Noble Beekeepers Association, I probably would have quit being a beekeeper after that first try. I
wouldn’t have known what to do next. The class has been infinitely valuable to local beginning
beekeepers over the years, including myself, and I am happy to announce that it is back and open
for enrollment in 2025!

Ohio State Extension and the Guernsey-Noble Beekeepers will be holding a Beginner’s
Beekeeping Class from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, March 15, 2025, at the Ohio State
Extension Operations Building (16714 Wolf Run Rd. Caldwell). Registration to the class
includes a one-year membership in the Guernsey-Noble Beekeepers and the Ohio State
Beekeepers Associations.

The cost for this course is $40.00 ($10.00 for each additional person from the same household)
payable to the Guernsey-Noble Beekeepers. To enroll please email Don Crock at
doncrock@yahoo.com or Christine Gelley at gelley.2@osu.edu (or call 740-732-5681) with your
name, phone, and email included. Space is limited, so please RSVP as soon as you are able to
reserve your seat!

Upcoming Events

You’re invited to a free class for farmers with pastured livestock from 5:30-8:30 p.m. on
Thursday, February 27th at the OSU Extension Operations Building (16714 State Route 215
Caldwell, OH 43724). Leading the program are representatives from Kent Feeds and Noble
County OSU Extension. Together, we’ll learn strategies to promote animal health and nutrition
of pastured livestock in Southeast Ohio, establish a cost-effective mineral program, and create a
fly control regimen. Dinner is included with this free educational opportunity. Reservations are
required. Seating is limited. Please RSVP by emailing rlpatrick54@yahoo.com or by calling 740-
241-1005. Program sponsored by Jones Feed, LLC.

The Noble County Master Gardener Volunteers invite you to bring your gardening passion into
the classroom and out into the community by going a step beyond your current gardening hobby
and joining the Noble County Master Gardener Volunteers in 2025. A training class is
assembling now! We plan to start meeting weekly on Thursday evenings. Our first class is
planned for 5:30-8:30 p.m. on March 6. Classes will continue each Thursday through May 29.
Interested parties should contact the ANR Educator for their county to apply, enroll, and confirm
registration details. We will work to make the class accommodate your needs. Noble County-
Christine Gelley: gelley.2(@osu.edu | 740-732-5681

Noble County OSU Extension is excited to continue the Caldwell Community Seed Library
again in 2025. This partnership will provide free access to seeds, gardening education, and ideas
for ways to use fresh garden produce in your meals. Programming will begin on February 18
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with a Zoom at 12:30 p.m. about the Caldwell Community Seed Library including history,
access, classes, and more. To join the meeting at 12:30 p.m. on February 18, email
gelley.2(@osu.edu to receive the meeting link and reminders to join.

The Ohio State Integrated Forage Management Team will be offering a three-part Zoom webinar
series on forage resiliency to cover information on how to remain resilient to a variety of
environmental challenges in forage production systems. Webinars will be held from 6:30-7:30
p.m. on the first Tuesday of the month in March, April and May. Details including registration
information are as follows:
e Webinar 1: Weather Damage Evaluation- Tuesday, March 4
Register at: https://go.osu.edu/1 forageweb2025
e Webinar 2: Options for Spring Planting- Tuesday, April 1
Register at: https://go.osu.edu/2forageweb2025
e Webinar 3: Emergency Forages- Tuesday, May 6
Register at: https://go.osu.edu/3forageweb2025
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