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Small Farms Conference This Weekend 
 
Do you have plans this weekend? Why not take a trip to Wooster and spend the day expanding 
your knowledge alongside your peers at the OSU Small Farms Conference on Saturday, March 
8th? The theme for this year’s Small Farm Conference is “Sowing Seeds for Success.”  It’s not 
too late to register! 

Conference session topics are geared to beginning and small farm owners as well as to farms 
looking to diversify their operation. There will be five different conference tracks including: 
Horticulture and Crop Production, Business Management, Livestock, Natural Resources and 
Diversifying Your Enterprise.  

Some conference topic highlights include: Growing in a Hoophouse, Integrated Disease 
Management Strategies for Apple and Peaches, High Tunnel Tour, Using Cover Crops for Soil 
Regeneration, Creating Habitat for Beneficial Insects on the Farm, Growing Microgreens, 
Money to Grow: Grants 101, Growing Your Farm With Agritourism, Navigating 
Licenses/Certificates for your Small Farm Market, How Can Value – Added Help Your Farm, 
Vaccination Programs for a Small Farm, Grassfed Beef Tour.  

Anyone interested in developing, growing or diversifying their small farm is invited to attend 
including market gardeners, farmers market vendors, and anyone interested in small farm living. 
Attendees will have the opportunity to browse a trade show featuring the newest and most 
innovative ideas and services for their farming operation. The conference provides an 
opportunity to talk with the vendors and network with others.  

The Conference will take place on March 8th from 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. at the Ohio State 
University Wooster Campus Shisler Conference Center, 1680 Madison Ave, Wooster, Ohio 
44691. 

For conference and registration information call OSU Extension Morrow County 419-947-1070, 
or OSU Extension Knox County 740-397-0401. If you prefer to register online, follow this link 
to complete your registration for the conference: https://Go.osu.edu/2025smallfarmconference. 

I’ll be there all day to volunteer with the Small Farms Team and I hope to see some Noble 
County faces among the crowd!  

Another excellent opportunity for growth is the upcoming East Ohio Women in Agriculture 
Conference coming up on Friday, March 21st also at the Shisler Conference Center in Wooster. 
Visit https://u.osu.edu/eastohiowomeninag/ view breakout session options, keynote speakers, and 
registration information.   

https://go.osu.edu/2025smallfarmconference
https://u.osu.edu/eastohiowomeninag/


Upcoming Events 

The Ohio State Integrated Forage Management Team will be offering a three-part Zoom webinar 
series on forage resiliency to cover information on how to remain resilient to a variety of 
environmental challenges in forage production systems. Webinars will be held from 6:30-7:30 
p.m. on the first Tuesday of the month in March, April and May. Details including registration 
information are as follows: 

• Webinar 1: Weather Damage Evaluation- Tuesday, March 4 
Register at: https://go.osu.edu/1forageweb2025   

• Webinar 2: Options for Spring Planting- Tuesday, April 1 
Register at: https://go.osu.edu/2forageweb2025   

• Webinar 3: Emergency Forages- Tuesday, May 6 
Register at: https://go.osu.edu/3forageweb2025  

 
The Noble County Master Gardener Volunteers invite you to bring your gardening passion into 
the classroom and out into the community by going a step beyond your current gardening hobby 
and joining the Noble County Master Gardener Volunteers in 2025. A training class is 
assembling now! We plan to start meeting weekly on Thursday evenings. Our first class is 
planned for 5:30-8:30 p.m. on March 6. Classes will continue each Thursday through May 29. 
Interested parties should contact Christine Gelley at gelley.2@osu.edu or 740-732-5681 to apply, 
enroll, and confirm registration details. We will work to make the class accommodate your 
needs.  
 
Noble County OSU Extension is excited to continue the Caldwell Community Seed Library 
again in 2025. This partnership will provide free access to seeds, gardening education, and ideas 
for ways to use fresh garden produce in your meals. Our first in-person program will be from 
12:30-2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 11 at the Noble County OSU Extension Office (46049 
Marietta Rd. Caldwell). Email gelley.2@osu.edu or call 740-732-5681 to RSVP.  
 
March Farm Talk Breakfast will cover Growing Shamrocks & Shamrock Folklore and include 
tips for early spring planting in the garden. Join the group for the program and free breakfast 
from 8:30-10:00 a.m. on Friday, March 14 at the Noble County OSU Extension Office (46049 
Marietta Rd. Caldwell). Email gelley.2@osu.edu or call 740-732-5681 to RSVP. 
 
Ohio State Extension and the Guernsey-Noble Beekeepers will be holding a Beginner’s 
Beekeeping Class from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, March 15, 2025, at the Ohio State 
Extension Operations Building (16714 Wolf Run Rd. Caldwell). Registration to the class 
includes a one-year membership in the Guernsey-Noble Beekeepers and the Ohio State 
Beekeepers Associations. The cost for this course is $40.00 ($10.00 for each additional person 
from the same household) payable to the Guernsey-Noble Beekeepers. To enroll please email 
Don Crock at doncrock@yahoo.com or Christine Gelley at gelley.2@osu.edu (or call 740-732-
5681) with your name, phone, and email included. Space is limited, so please RSVP as soon as 
you are able to reserve your seat! 
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