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The Right Way to Water 

Recently at one of our Caldwell Community Seed Library Programs, Bridget Seevers provided a 
presentation on an important and timely topic for gardeners- the right way to water. For those 
who missed the program, we’ll revisit the topic today.  

On a hot, sunny, day you may see your garden plants getting droopy in the summer sun and 
longing for a cool drink of water. As sorry as you may feel for the plants, it is better to wait to 
water until the heat of the day subsides. Even better yet would be to greet your plants with the 
morning light and offer them a drink before the day begins. 

The danger of watering at the “wrong time” is leaf damage. Water droplets left on the leaves in 
intense sun can scald plant tissue and lead to dead patches on leaves. In turn, leaving plants with 
wet leaves overnight increases the risk of fungal pathogen establishment in your garden. If the 
method you use to water results in wet plant leaves, the best time to water is in the morning 
before 9 AM. Watering in the morning allows time for water droplets left on the plant tissue to 
dry before the heat of the day sets in.  

If you water with a drip irrigation system or a soaker hose, you can water effectively in the 
morning or at night because plant leaves will stay dry. Another option for gradual watering that 
can help avoid excessively wet plant tissue is to make your own drip irrigation by recycling 
containers, like a coffee can. 

In 1906, Farm Journal published the following advice,  

“Sink a tomato can (through the bottom of which a couple of small nail holes have been made) 
two-thirds of its depth in the center of the hill. Fill this can with water any time of day you 
please; you do not have to wait until the sun goes down. The water is thus supplied to the plant in 
a gradual and natural manner, and at a normal temperature.” 

You could try this method with any number of household disposable goods at no cost to you. All 
you need is the ability to punch holes in the bottom of a clean container, dig a shallow hole near 
the plants needing water and fill the vessel on occasion. The water will gradually flow out of the 
container and into the soil, rather than onto the leaf tissue. 

If you have other innovative ways to recycle household goods into gardening tools, I would love 
to hear about them. Send an email to gelley.2@osu.edu and include a picture or video of your 
tool in action. 

It is also important to consider where your water is coming from and if it is safe for use on food 
crops. We do not want to use potentially contaminated water on the garden, especially on leafy 
greens. Many gardeners love the idea of recycling rainwater for garden use, which is great, if it is 
clean! Consider the path of the water as it travels. Is it picking up excess nutrients from fecal 

mailto:gelley.2@osu.edu


material, fertilizer runoff, pesticide residue, or any other contaminants? If so, consider using that 
water on non-food plants or for other purposes.  

When choosing containers to hold rainwater for the garden, use something made of food-grade 
plastic and sanitize it before use and at the beginning of each season. This can easily be 
accomplished with a mixture of household, unscented bleach with a 5-6% chlorine solution can 
be added at the rate of 1/8 teaspoon per gallon (8 drops) to catchment systems (3% of the total 
volume). A typical 55-gallon rain barrel should be treated with approximately 1 ounce of bleach.  

We will be installing a rain barrel at the Caldwell Community Garden soon! Stay tuned for 
announcements for date and time to join us for the demonstration! 

Upcoming Events 

The next Caldwell Community Seed Library program will be held from 2:00-3:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, June 25 at the Noble County OSU Extension Office (46049 Marietta Rd. Caldwell). 
Join us to learn about tips to prepare to preserve your 2024 harvest! Bring your pressure canner 
lid for a test and get harvest, canning, and freezing tips! RSVPs are appreciated by June 24 to 
gelley.2@osu.edu or 740-732-5681. 
 
June’s Farm Talk Breakfast is being planned for the last Friday of the month from 8:30-10:00 
a.m. on June 28, 2024 at a forest landowner property near Sarahsville to address the topic of 
Woodland Trail Construction and Maintenance with Guest Expert- Bob Mulligan of the Ohio 
Division of Forestry. Space will be limited to no more than 15 vehicles. Carpooling is 
encouraged. Please call 740-732-5681 or email gelley.2@osu.edu to RSVP and receive the 
address of the property by June 26. This event is offered free of charge. 
 
Noble County OSU Extension will offer a Beef Quality Assurance Certification/Recertification 
session from 6:30-8:00 p.m. on Wednesday, July 10, 2024 at the Noble County OSU Extension 
Office (46049 Marietta Rd. Caldwell). The class is free to attend, but space is limited to the first 
30 to RSVP by July 8. Email gelley.2@osu.edu or call 740-732-5681.  
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