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Jar-O-Spiders

At Farm Talk Breakfast this past Friday, I shared that I would be writing my newspaper article
this week on Jord spiders. Gabe Karns (who is an Assistant Professor for the OSU School of
Environment and Natural Resources) said, “A jar of spiders? What?” and the vision that
appeared in brain was far more horrifying than the reality of the topic I am covering today. We
all chuckled at the thought, and I told Gabe, “That’s it. That’s what I will title the article. Jar-O-
Spiders”. No, this is not about a jar of spiders, but rather, the Jord spider. Let’s dive into what it
is and why we might care.

The Jord spider is an invasive spider that has made its way up the east coast of the United States
over the past couple years. While they have NOT YET been seen in the State of Ohio, the clock
is ticking on how long it will be before we do. They first made their way from East Asia into the
U.S. through Georgia in 2014 and have since spread through the southeastern states and up the
coast as far as Maryland. Expert entomologist expect that the Great Lakes Region is a better
suited habitat for the spider than the coast, and expect that it will travel west toward Ohio soon.

This spider is mostly concerning because of its size. Females can be the size of a human hand
(body 1 inch, leg span 4 inches). They are orb weaving spiders that bear a resemblance to the
common garden spider that we encounter often in Ohio. They spread by ballooning and traveling
on wind currents. They are tolerant to winter temperatures of the region and seem to be quite
comfortable living amongst us.

While this may sound frightening and the impacts of this species are yet to be fully evaluated,
experts do not anticipate their presence or feeding impacting native species at this point. The
spiders do produce a venom, however if a person or pet were bitten by a spider it would be a
coincidence and be comparable to a bee sting. Jord spiders are not considered a threat to people
or pets.

People who are interested in learning more about Jord spiders may consult the following fact
sheet from Penn State University (https://extension.psu.edu/joro-spiders) or article from
University of Georgia (https://news.uga.edu/joro-spiders-likely-to-spread-beyond-georgia/).

At this point, there is no reason to panic about Jord spiders. It is just another invasive species to
keep on the radar. With our interconnected world, we will continue to see more and more
invasive species moving with trade routes. I often wonder what species from North America
have invaded the other side of our oceans. Do they think of them the same way we do?

Regardless, there are other native spiders that can cause concerns for human health, although
encounters are rare. The black widow and brown recluse spiders are present in our environment
and are worth a pause for education. We will discuss these two spiders in next week’s article!
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Upcoming Events

The next Caldwell Community Seed Library program will be held from 2:00-3:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, July 9 at the Caldwell Public Library (517 Spruce St., Caldwell). Join us to see a
demonstration of how to install a rain barrel! We will be installing the rain barrel at the Library
Annex for the Caldwell Community Garden. We will also share recipes for healthy, homemade
popsicles and provide reviews of some of our favorite gardening books available through the
library. RSVPs are appreciated by July 8 to gelley.2(@osu.edu or 740-732-5681, but drop ins are
also encouraged.

Noble County OSU Extension will offer a Beef Quality Assurance Certification/Recertification
session from 6:30-8:00 p.m. on Wednesday, July 10, 2024 at the Noble County OSU Extension
Office (46049 Marietta Rd. Caldwell). The class is free to attend, but space is limited to the first
30 to RSVP by July 8. Email gelley.2@osu.edu or call 740-732-5681.

Notice- There will be no Farm Talk Breakfast program in July. We will take a summer break and
resume with a program on Friday, August 9. Topic to be announced.

You Are Invited to: An Evening in the Woods from 5:30-8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 23! Your
woodlands can offer a wide array of benefits ranging from wildlife viewing and hunting, to
native species preservation, to periodic income to supplement your finances. Join us at this
collaborative program designed to help you connect with your peers, the programs, and the
people who are available to help you to set and achieve realistic goals for your woodland
property. Join us at the property of our host- Al Tomechko at 54200 Pumpkin Ridge Rd, Quaker
City, OH 43773 for an in the woods look at forestry and wildlife management after a timber
harvest. Registration is required. You can register online at
https://go.osu.edu/eveninginthewoodsnm?24 or by calling Bridget Seevers at 740-305-3190.
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