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Daily Lessons from Dallas 

Whenever the opportunity arises to travel for work, my goal is always to bring back valuable 
information for the community that will be worth the investment to travel. As I write this week’s 
article, we are in the process of making our way back home from the National Association of 
County Agricultural Agents Annual Meeting which was held in Dallas, Texas.  

You may have seen in the national news that many flights were impacted by a popular software 
disruption. Fortunately my return flight was not impacted and we were able to depart as planned. 
However, many of my colleagues will be experiencing Dallas for an additional day as a result of 
the service outage. 

As we make our way through the airport, I am quickly reflecting on the experiences of the week 
and as I attempt to summarize what I’ve learned, I realize it will take many articles to share. So 
as a teaser for articles to come, I will share a snippet of something influential that I learned each 
day.  

Sunday- When making plans, allow room for error. Often when some part of our plans change by 
an unexpected force it creates a domino effect of change. Our flight out on Sunday was delayed 
3.5 hours. When we booked the flight, we thought we had plenty of time to get to Dallas and get 
settled before our first conference activity. With the delay, that was not the case anymore. 
Through good communication and teamwork, everything worked out just fine and we made it 
where we needed to be without missing our commitments. Allowing room for a margin of error 
in my planning is something I need to implement in many other work-life scenarios. It makes 
recovery from a disruption much easier. 

Monday- A simple “Thank You” goes a long way. While talking with one of the national 
sponsors of the conference, they shared with me that the catalyst for becoming a national sponsor 
this year was a hand written thank you card from last year’s planning committee. It was the first 
handwritten thank you card that the person overseeing sponsorships had received since taking the 
role. From that point on, I was determined to make sure our Ohio members sent a handwritten 
thank you card to each of our 10 national sponsors, to the Texas planning committee, and to the 
national board of directors for their efforts in making the conference possible. I began going out 
of my way to deliberately shake hands and give verbal thanks to people who had spent 4 years 
planning this conference. That was a lot of handshakes and all were worth it to see their faces 
light up. It is amazing what a handshake, kind word, and a thank you card can do. Don’t miss an 
opportunity to say thank you.  

Tuesday-  One of the speakers of the day was an Ag Law specialist- Tiffany Lashmet. She shared 
many tidbits of advice from her experience in Extension work, one of which made us all chuckle 
with relatability. It was- “Your neighbors are allowed to do things on their property that you 



think are stupid.” I saw it as a good way to prompt discussion on looking at things from a 
different perspective. When people around us make choices that don’t fit from our perspective, 
maybe we need to shift our perspective to look from a place of understanding rather than 
judgement. 

Wednesday- Oh my, Wednesday! I learned so much on Wednesday. One of the best quotes I 
heard was from one of our capstone speakers- Donnell Brown a 5th generation rancher who said, 
“Losers look for thunderstorms. Winners look for rainbows.” We all go through storms, but 
when you choose to look for rainbows, you encourage yourself and the people around you. It can 
be difficult to keep a positive attitude and remain optimistic in the face of adversity, but keep on 
trying!  

Thursday- Thursday was our tour day and I chose a fisheries and wildlife of Texas tour. I was 
hoping to see an alligator gar, and I did! It was a record breaker that was caught by a bow 
fisherman and mounted on the wall at the state fish hatchery. The live ones had just been shipped 
off to the Bass Pro Shop Pyramid location. What we saw instead were several Florida bass brood 
mommas that were the egg suppliers of the Texas Sharelunker program. In this program, female 
Florida bass over 13 lb. caught in Texas waters are eligible to move to the state fish hatchery for 
breeding and stocking of the Texas fisheries. I’d never seen such impressive bass specimens as 
those ladies!  

Friday- Determination and a helping hand leads to success. On the way to the airport our Lyft 
driver shared a bit of his life story and how he wound up in Dallas, Texas. He shared that he was 
originally from Somalia and he came to the United States as a refugee. He wasn’t given a choice 
of where within the U.S. to go. He was told he would go to Dallas. The Catholic Church 
provided 3 months of room and board support upon arrival and he immediately went to work so 
that when that 3 months came to an end, he was able to support himself. He drove an 18-wheeler 
until demand for drivers in the area declined and now is a ride share driver. He had visited 
Columbus many times and said he enjoyed his visits very much, which made me feel proud and 
encouraged that someone who has been through so much could get the help they needed to 
bridge through a difficult time and come through with the skills needed to lead a successful life. 

Saturday- Recharging and reflection are key for self-care. After absorbing so much information 
over the past week and the inherit strain that travel causes, I will spend Saturday unplugged as I 
reflect on the experiences gathered and recharge by spending time with my kiddos and husband 
to reconnect before jumping to the next work week. There is beauty and bonding in the everyday. 
Feeding the animals, folding laundry, cooking a meal, changing a diaper are all much less 
mundane tasks after returning from a trip. They are acts of service that show we care without 
words. After hearing and speaking so many words this week, I’m looking forward to letting my 
actions speak louder than my words. 

Speaking of all those words, my thumbs are now cramping as I finish this article by typing on 
my phone at the gate where we will board our plane home. I am excited to share more of what I 
learned in Dallas with you all in future articles and programs to come.  



Special thanks to our Program Assistant- Bridget Seevers for covering the ANR duties of the 
office while I have been away! You are a superstar.  

Upcoming Events 

The next Caldwell Community Seed Library program will be held from 2:00-3:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, July 30 at the Noble County Extension Office (46049 Marietta Rd., Caldwell). Join us 
to learn tips about choosing varieties, growing, and enjoying sweet corn and watermelon! RSVPs 
are appreciated by July 29 to gelley.2@osu.edu or 740-732-5681, but drop ins are also 
encouraged.  
 
Notice- There will be no Farm Talk Breakfast program in July. We will take a summer break and 
resume with a program on Friday, August 9. Topic to be announced.  
 
Noble County OSU Extension will offer a Beef Quality Assurance Certification/Recertification 
session from 6:30-8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 20, 2024 at the Noble County OSU Extension 
Office (46049 Marietta Rd. Caldwell). The class is free to attend, but space is limited to the first 
30 to RSVP by August 19. Email gelley.2@osu.edu or call 740-732-5681.  
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