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Managing Forage to Finish 2024 

With the drought conditions we have experienced this summer, many livestock producers and 
haymakers are concerned about the winter to come and how to stretch resources to next spring 
when the supply of stored forages will be low. Other than doing the rain dance and hoping for 
yield salvation on third cutting hay, what else can we do to boost forage availability now and 
through to the spring? 

We can practice good management tactics. Those ones that we should be doing every year, but 
become more critical during times of stress, like now. We can restrict animals from overgrazing 
areas that we will need later this fall. We can consider reducing the size of the herd while prices 
are decent at the sale barn and have fewer mouths to feed through the winter. We can start 
shopping for supplemental winter feed now, because as supply dwindles and the months turn 
cold, demand will increase and so will costs.  

There is limited time left to plant emergency 
annual forage crops, but it is an option. If we get 
some rain and a delayed frost, there may be a 
chance to push seeding beyond the 
recommended planting windows for annual 
forages in hopes of having forage available to 
graze or harvest yet this fall. In a normal year, 
this risk is probably not economically feasible. 
However, in a year where losing money on a 
forage planting, but having forage to eat is a 
better alternative than having none at all, it may 
still be worth it to try. It depends on how much 
you are willing to risk. Regardless, if you are 
going to take the risk, now is the time.  

There is also the option to start beefing up your current pastures and hayfields with an August 
forage planting of perennial cool-season forages (image with planting recommendations 
included, referenced from Athens County OSU Extension). Newly seeded forages will not 
provide more feed in 2024, but they should provide assistance with recovery from 2024 stress in 
the 2025 growing season.  

*Here is some advice for fall management of recently seeded forages, whether annual or 
perennial: 

• Late-Summer/Fall Seeded Perennial Forage Mixes-  



o These forages should not be harvested, clipped, or grazed until the following year 
(spring). It is usually best to do the first harvest mechanically. Do not graze these 
plantings until soils are firm.  

• Annual Small Grains-  
o Harvest/Graze before the early heading stage. Grazing can begin at 6 inches. 

Leave 3-inch stubble if expecting regrowth. Do not graze when the plants are 
frozen if you are expecting spring regrowth. 

• Annual Brassicas- 
o Begin grazing these forages about 80 days after seeding through 150-180 days 

after seeding or as it lasts. These forages are ideal for strip grazing. You can 
rotationally graze if 6-inch stubble remains. Provide adequate fiber to animals at 
all times to prevent digestive upset.  

• Annual Warm-Season Grasses-  
o Harvest/Graze before seed heads form. Grazing can begin at 18 inches for most 

types. Leave 8-inch stubble for most types. Do not graze if expecting a freeze. 
Wait a week after a freezing event to graze again to avoid issues with prussic acid 
and/or nitrate poisoning. 

Here is some guidance for managing established perennial forages: 

• Cool-Season Forage Mixes-  
o If stockpiling pasture for fall/winter grazing, stop grazing now. Fertilize with a 

maintenance amount of nitrogen early September. Begin grazing in the fall when 
sufficient growth has occurred. Leave at least 3-inch residual after grazing. 

• Warm-Season Forage Mixes-  
o Stop grazing by early-September leaving 8-inches of stubble. Apply maintenance 

fertilizer as needed after the last grazing event. Allow theses forages to rest and 
regrow until May. 

*This advice does not apply to horses. Do not graze horses on any of the forages listed under 
“recently seeded forages”. For additional recommendations on fall grazing for horses, or to 
address scenarios not described in this article, reach out to talk one-on-one with Christine by 
calling 740-305-3173 or emailing her at gelley.2@osu.edu.  

Upcoming Events 

The next Caldwell Community Seed Library program will be held from 2:00-3:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, August 20 at the Noble County Extension Office (46049 Marietta Rd., Caldwell). Join 
us to learn tips about selecting and growing garlic and preserving your fall harvest! RSVPs are 
appreciated by August 19 to gelley.2@osu.edu or 740-732-5681, but drop ins are also 
encouraged.  
 
Noble County OSU Extension will offer a Beef Quality Assurance Certification/Recertification 
session from 6:30-8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 20, 2024 at the Noble County OSU Extension 
Office (46049 Marietta Rd. Caldwell). The class is free to attend, but space is limited to the first 
30 to RSVP by August 19. Email gelley.2@osu.edu or call 740-732-5681.  
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The East Central Grazing Alliance had three remaining pasture walks for 2024. All pasture walks 
begin with a light meal at 5:30 and proceed into discussion on pasture related topics from 6-8 
p.m. You can RSVP to any of the pasture walks by contacting your local Soil and Water 
Conservation district. Attend the next pasture walk in Belmont County on August 15th at the 
farm of Josh Moore to learn more about EQIP, handling facilities, and see the rainfall simulator. 
Join us for the Noble County walk on September 19th at Unit II of the Eastern Agricultural 
Research Station to learn about pasture reclamation and invasive species control. Visit the farm 
of Lou Thornton in Guernsey County on October 3 to about the basics of grazing systems and 
pasture root system development. More details about each event can be acquired by calling 
Noble SWCD at 740-732-4318. 
 
Visit Ohio’s Tree Farm of the Year from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, September 7, 2024 at the 
farm of Rob and Pat Davis of Harrison County. Visitors are welcome to visit their 640-acre 
reclaimed tree farm with guided wagon tours and self-guided walking tours of the farm, talks and 
demos on timber harvest, energy production, invasive species, food plots, a historical home, a 
pond clinic, and fun for kids too! Bylers BBQ will have food available for purchase throughout 
the day. Come and go as you please. The GPS location of the farm is 40.293334; -81.058790. 
For more details about the event or questions, call 614-212-3309. 
 
Save the date for September’s Farm Talk Breakfast which will occur from 8:30-10:00 p.m. on 
Friday, Sept. 27 at the Noble County OSU Extension Office (46049 Marietta Rd. Caldwell). 
More details to be announced. 
 
 
 


