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D3 Drought- What does that mean?

Dry conditions have continued, despite all our best efforts to put in requests for rain. This past
week, all of Noble County moved from the classification of D2- Severe Drought to D3- Extreme
Drought. What does that mean, exactly, other than that it is really dry?

Well, it means that a group of experts have evaluated the changing conditions that have resulted
from the lack of precipitation to create the United States Drought Monitor Mapping System and
determined that parts of Southeast Ohio has sustained drought conditions for so long that the
impacts of drought will have an increased impact on the resiliency of the land to bounce back
from drought conditions, to the point that the potential economic damage could be substantial.

The Drought Monitor website explains, “The USDM map provides a “snapshot” of current
conditions. Authors build upon the previous week’s map, identifying areas that might have
changed in response to recent weather patterns. They bring together the physical climate,
weather and hydrology data and reconcile that with local expert feedback, impact reports and
conditions observations.”

You can learn more about how the map is created online at:
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About/AbouttheData/DroughtClassification.aspx

The practical, boots on the ground, explanation is this:

If D3 drought conditions are sustained, then the counties severely impacted by extreme drought
may be eligible for disaster assistance through the Farm Service Agency. Producers who wish to
seek assistance can get the most up to date information from the Farm Service Agency online at

https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/disaster-tool. You can also reach out the Guernsey-
Noble FSA Office.

The staff of OSU Extension are here and willing to help assist producers however we can to
develop ways to cope with the impacts of drought. Reach out to us at 740-732-5681 or
gelley.2(@osu.edu or visit our drought response website at: https://kx.osu.edu/page/early-
drought-response.

D3 is never a good thing to hear, but the little glimmer of hope is that we have now reached the
point where assistance may be available.

Upcoming Events

Part Two of The Ohio River Valley Woodland Owner Group Woody Invasive Species Program
will be held in Monroe County on Tuesday, September 3. This is the continuation of the program
offered at Wolf Run on June 18. This program will show different methods of treating invasive
species, acceptable herbicides, how to mix those and other tips and tricks that could make life a
little easier for woodland managers. Don’t worry if you missed the first workshop. Invasive
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species ID will be provided, along with an invasive species pocket guide. A light dinner will be
provided at 5:30 p.m. and the program content will begin with presentations by Service Forester-
Page Rice and SWCD Tech- John Schumacher at 6:00 p.m. at North View Farm (47245 Moore
Ridge, Woodsfield, OH 43793). The event will be held rain or shine. Please prepare for a hike
outdoors. Call Monroe County SWCD to RSVP at 740-472-5477. Staff from our Noble County
agencies will also be present at this event as resource personnel.

Visit Ohio’s Tree Farm of the Year from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, September 7, 2024 at the
farm of Rob and Pat Davis of Harrison County. Visitors are welcome to visit their 640-acre
reclaimed tree farm with guided wagon tours and self-guided walking tours of the farm, talks and
demos on timber harvest, energy production, invasive species, food plots, a historical home, a
pond clinic, and fun for kids too! Byler’s BBQ will have food available for purchase throughout
the day. Come and go as you please. The GPS location of the farm is 40.293334; -81.058790.
For more details about the event or questions, call 614-212-3309.

The East Central Grazing Alliance had two remaining pasture walks for 2024. All pasture walks
begin with a light meal at 5:30 and proceed into discussion on pasture related topics from 6-8
p.m. You can RSVP to any of the pasture walks by contacting your local Soil and Water
Conservation district. Join us for the Noble County walk on September 19" at Unit II of the
Eastern Agricultural Research Station to learn about pasture reclamation and invasive species
control. Visit the farm of Lou Thornton in Guernsey County on October 3 to about the basics of
grazing systems and pasture root system development. More details about each event can be
acquired by calling Noble SWCD at 740-732-4318.

Save the date for September’s Farm Talk Breakfast which will occur from 8:30-10:00 p.m. on
Friday, Sept. 27 at the Noble County OSU Extension Office (46049 Marietta Rd. Caldwell).
More details to be announced.



