AG LINE

By Christine Gelley

Agriculture and Natural Resources Educator
Noble County OSU Extension

Master Gardeners Provide Seasonal Beautification to the Caldwell Square

On September 10, the Noble County Master Gardener Volunteers could be found circling the
Caldwell Square working on removing summer flower displays and converting them for fall.
These volunteers dedicated their time, sweat, muscles, vehicles, wagons, and water jugs to keep
the village looking fresh and festive with chrysanthemums and pumpkins carefully placed along
the sidewalks.

Keeping the planters looking vibrant throughout the summer’s drought and now into the fall is
only possible with the assistance of the Village of Caldwell staff! The village has provided
watering services to give the planters the boost of moisture required to continue flowering
through extreme heat without rain. A little water and a lot of hard work goes a long way to keep
our community beautiful!

Midway Greenhouse has been the supplier of plants and pumpkins on the square this summer
and fall. We thank the Jennings Family for sharing their passion for plants with our community
for many years and for always providing excellent customer service and care!

Tis the season for pumpkin everything and as a result...

The Master Gardener Volunteers invite you to attend their first Pumpkins & Succulents
Workshop from 6-8 p.m. on Tuesday, October 8 at the Joyce M. Davis Senior Center. Join us for
a hands-on workshop for all ages that combines real pumpkins and live succulents into a long-
lasting fall decoration. Attendees will also learn how to care for succulents and how to grow their
own pumpkins.

The workshop costs $20 per person to attend. All materials and light refreshments provided.
RSVPs are required. Space is limited to the first 20 to sign-up & pay in advance with cash,
check, or card through the Extension Office- 46049 Marietta Rd. Suite 2, Caldwell, OH. Call
740-305-3173 or email gelley.2@osu.edu to RSVP by October 1, 2024. A waiting list will be
kept and an additional class offered if interest overflows capacity.

We hope to see you there!

Please read up on these important upcoming events, many of which are related to coping with
drought conditions, and RSVP accordingly:

Upcoming Events

Producers who wish to learn more about drought relief assistance can get the most up to date
information from the Farm Service Agency online at https://www.farmers.gov/protection-



https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/disaster-tool

recovery/disaster-tool. You can also reach out the Guernsey-Noble FSA Office. The staff of
OSU Extension are here and willing to help assist producers however we can to develop ways to
cope with the impacts of drought. Reach out to us at 740-732-5681 or gelley.2(@osu.edu or visit
our drought response website at: https://kx.osu.edu/page/early-drought-response.

Farm Science Review will be held at the Molly Caren Ag Center in London, Ohio from
September 17 to 19. Children under 5 are admitted free. Tickets at the gate are $15. The full
show program including schedules and maps are now available online! Visit
https://fsr.osu.edu/visitor-information-fsr/2024-program to view it and plan your visit. Show
hours are 8:00 AM -5:00 PM on Tuesday & Wednesday, and 8:00 AM-4:00 PM on Thursday.

The East Central Grazing Alliance had two remaining pasture walks for 2024. All pasture walks
begin with a light meal at 5:30 and proceed into discussion on pasture related topics from 6-8
p.m. You can RSVP to any of the pasture walks by contacting your local Soil and Water
Conservation district. Join us for the Noble County walk on September 19™ at Unit II of the
Eastern Agricultural Research Station to learn about pasture reclamation and invasive species
control. Visit the farm of Lou Thornton in Guernsey County on October 3 to about the basics of
grazing systems and pasture root system development. More details about each event can be
acquired by calling Noble SWCD at 740-732-4318.

The next Caldwell Community Seed Library Program will be held at the Caldwell Public Library
Annex Lawn (park at the library- 517 Spruce St., Caldwell) from 2:00-3:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
September 24. The topic of discussion will be preparing for frost and saving seeds. RSVPs are
appreciated by September 23, but walk-ins are welcome. Contact gelley.2@osu.edu or 740-305-
3173 for questions or RSVPs.

September’s Farm Talk Breakfast will occur from 8:30-10:00 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 27 at the
OSU EXTENSION OPERATIONS BUILDING (note- location change to 16714 Wolf Run Rd.
Caldwell). Join us for Farm Talk Breakfast to gather together and discuss navigating the
historical drought conditions we are experiencing. From drought relief assistance options through
the Farm Service Agency to small business loans to water conservation tips to practice at home
and on farm, to mental health resources, we will highlight ways that we can all make a difference
during this time. The program is open to all residents, business owners, and service personnel-
urban, sub-urban, and rural. Free to attend, but RSVPs required by September 25. Call 740-732-
5681 or email gelley.2@osu.edu to RSVP.

Save the date for a Fall Calving Workshop at the Eastern Agricultural Research Station from 6-9
p.m. on Tuesday, October 1. Those who attend will learn about ways to prepare for calving, how
to monitor for calving activity, how to know when to provide assistance, and will use our bovine
simulator to practice assisting a cow deliver a calf. The program will also include information on
cattle handling facilities. Dinner will be provided. There is no cost to attend this program, but
space is limited to the first 30 producers to RSVP. A waiting list will be kept if interest exceeds
this capacity. Call 740-732-5681 or email gelley.2@osu.edu to RSVP.
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