AG LINE

By Christine Gelley

Agriculture and Natural Resources Educator
Noble County OSU Extension

Clinics Coming with Skills You Can Use

There is no doubt that 2024 has continued to teach us all lessons about life and helped us develop
skills to cope with stress. We at Extension are always looking for ways that we can do the same.
We work to provide information to you that is unbiased and helps create conditions in which you
can thrive. While the drought conditions continue to persist, we might as well continue learning
and developing ways to improve the farms and homes we manage.

All readers are invited to attend September’s Farm Talk Breakfast program which will occur
from 8:30-10:00 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 27 at the OSU EXTENSION OPERATIONS BUILDING
(note- location change to 16714 Wolf Run Rd.Caldwell). Join us for Farm Talk Breakfast to
gather together and discuss navigating the historical drought conditions we are experiencing.

From drought relief assistance options through the Farm Service Agency to small business loans
to water conservation tips to practice at home and on farm, to mental health resources, we will
highlight ways that we can all make a difference during this time. The program is open to all
residents, business owners, and service personnel- urban, sub-urban, and rural. Free to attend, but
RSVPs required by September 25. Call 740-732-5681 or email gelley.2@osu.edu to RSVP.

Fall calving time is here and you may be looking for ways to brush up on your ability to assist
your cows during birth. Regardless of when your cows calve, you are welcome to attend our Fall
Calving Clinic at the Eastern Agricultural Research Station from 6-9 p.m. on Tuesday, October
1. Those who attend will learn about ways to prepare for calving, how to monitor for calving
activity, how to know when to provide assistance, and will use our bovine simulator to practice
assisting a cow deliver a calf.

The program will also include information on cattle handling facilities. Dinner will be provided.
There is no cost to attend this program, but space is limited to the first 30 producers to RSVP. A
waiting list will be kept if interest exceeds this capacity. Call 740-732-5681 or email
gelley.2@osu.edu to RSVP.

Having appropriate fence where you need it on farm can provide the flexibility necessary to
change grazing plans when Mother Nature changes her plans. In a year like this, we may be
evaluating areas as potential spaces to graze that we haven’t before. Often the limitation to
getting animals on that ground to graze is if there is fence to keep them in place.

October's Farm Talk Breakfast will be extended into a field day that focuses on fencing options
and fence building. This fencing clinic invites all landowners interested in installing fence on
their property to join us at the Eastern Agricultural Research Station to learn about the latest
developments in fencing materials and tools with the experts who work with them everyday.
Fencing professionals will be in attendance to provide demonstrations and answer questions



throughout the morning. The program will open at 8:30 AM with free breakfast, presentations
will begin at 9 AM, and discussion will continue until Noon. Free to attend, but RSVPs
requested by October 15. Call 740-305-3173 or email gelley.2@osu.edu to RSVP.

Winter feeding for beef cattle and other livestock is heavy on the mind right now for many. In
response to that need, the OSU Beef Team will offer a program called “Drought 2024:

Winter Feeding Options for Beef Cows” that will be offered four times in the month of October
at locations across our region.

The programs will be offered at the following locations:

DATE: October 17, 2024
LOCATION: Sugarcreek Stockyards- 102 Buckeye St., Sugarcreek, OH 44681

DATE: October 22, 2024
LOCATION: Caldwell Extension Operations Building- 16714 Wolf Run Rd. Caldwell, OH
43724

DATE: October 24, 2024
LOCATION: Jackson County OSU Extension- 17 Standpipe Rd. Jackson, OH 45640

DATE: October 29, 2024
LOCATION: Muskingum Livestock- 944 Malinda St. Zanesville, OH 43701

Each class will be offered from 6:30-8:00 p.m. and there is no need to RSVP, just go to the
location that fits the date you are available. At these meetings experts will cover feeding options
with limited forage supplies, comparison of supplementation options, and offer a discussion on
managing herd numbers as the impacts of the 2024 drought persists into fall and winter. For
more information, visit beef.osu.edu or contact ruff.72@osu.edu.

We hope to see you at one of these upcoming programs!
Please read up on these other upcoming events and RSVP accordingly:

Upcoming Events

Producers who wish to learn more about drought relief assistance can get the most up to date
information from the Farm Service Agency online at https://www.farmers.gov/protection-
recovery/disaster-tool. You can also reach out the Guernsey-Noble FSA Office. The staff of
OSU Extension are here and willing to help assist producers however we can to develop ways to
cope with the impacts of drought. Reach out to us at 740-732-5681 or gelley.2(@osu.edu or visit
our drought response website at: https://kx.osu.edu/page/early-drought-response.

The East Central Grazing Alliance has one remaining pasture walk in 2024. The free program
will begin with a light meal at 5:30 p.m. and proceed into discussion on pasture related topics
from 6-8 p.m. The final walk of the season will take you to visit the farm of Lou Thornton in
Guernsey County (6230 High Hill Road, Cambridge) on October 3 to about the basics of grazing
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systems and pasture root system development. More details can be acquired, and RSVPs
reported by calling Noble SWCD at 740-732-4318.

The next Caldwell Community Seed Library Program will be our Garden Show & Tell
Celebration. It will be held at the Noble County OSU Extension Office shared conference room
(46049 Marietta Rd. Caldwell) from 2:00-3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, October 22. RSVPs are
appreciated by October 21, but walk-ins are welcome. Bring examples of things you grew,
photos of your garden, testimonies of lessons learned, along with hopes and dreams for next
season’s garden. Prizes will be offered at this session, but you must be present to win. Contact
gelley.2(@osu.edu or 740-305-3173 for questions or RSVPs.
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