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The Ohio State University’s State Climatologist, Aaron Wilson, has told me before- “The best
way to end a drought is to talk about drought.”

I am hoping he is right. Maybe by the time this article is published we will have had some
substantial rainfall. Matter of fact, at this moment we are getting a little light rain. It will take
many more days of rainfall to replenish our water reserves. Our area of Ohio, continues to suffer
from the impacts of the summer drought. It is difficult to find inspiration for hope when the
factors that cause this struggle feel beyond our control. However, the optimist in me is always
looking for the bright side of any situation.

When I look around for inspiration, I look at what plants are still green and growing. At this
point, there isn’t much to speak of in the category of “desirable forage”. But there is green
growth out there and that growth is from weeds. Although, after some trace amounts of rainfall,
some tall fescue has started to green up. It is amazing how resilient grasses can be. It will take
many more rainy days to recuperate after this drought, but there is hope on the horizon, if we can
let our forage rest and rebuild.

In early September, some of the most prevalent plants seen continuing to grow through these
harsh conditions were chicory, Queen Anne’s lace, joepyeweed, ironweed, and golden rod.
Spotted knapweed is also going strong. Now as we turn the calendar to October, golden rod is
easiest to find. What is special about these plants that they are thriving, while our other grasses
and legumes are dormant? These plants are adapted for survival of the harsh conditions.

Chicory and Queen Anne’s lace have taproots that allow them to reach deeper into the soil to
access water and nutrients and that taproot serves as a structure to pack them away and draw
from later. Joepyeweed, spotted knapweed, ironweed, and golden rod are all perennial weeds in
the aster family that have strong extensive root systems. These expansive root systems aid in
providing access to water and nutrients while providing the storage to draw from during times of
stress. We are in a distinct time of stress. Even these drought tolerant plants are wilting in the
extreme heat, with little moisture left to draw from the root system.

One stress factor that is reduced for these weeds is livestock grazing. While deer do browse
them, sheep and goats may as well, cattle prefer other options. Our desirable cool-season grasses
and legumes have been chronically stressed for months and most have been grazed to the ground.
What little leaf tissue that remains is brown and brittle. It will take rain, time, and rest for them to
recuperate and be productive again.



Even those forages with expansive root systems will struggle to recover from summer grazing
without relief from drought. Earlier in the summer it seemed that warm-season perennial grasses
may have benefited from the hot and dry conditions. With the ability to reach deep in the soil
profile and a different pathway of photosynthesis, those warm-season perennials can withstand
drought stress longer than cool-season forages. The intense conditions suppressed competition
from other plants in the ecosystem. But the extended period of time with no rainfall has made
regrowth after grazing or haymaking very slow. Now, by the end of September, their season of
active growth has ended.

It wasn’t until a sprinkle of rain hit our area in early August that we even saw the foxtails,
crabgrass, barnyard grass, and goosegrass germinate. Normally those grasses are prevalent by
mid-July. But without moisture for seed to germinate, the seed laid in wait on an empty spot of
exposed soil waiting for a drink. At this point, those annual weeds maybe be the only green grass
left for cattle to eat.

The lesson I am choosing to see from the profile of what plants are green and growing is that the
secret formula to drought tolerance and resiliency is to:

1. Choose a diverse offering of forages that include annuals, perennials, cool-seasons, and
warm-seasons, grasses, legumes, and forbs.

2. Be sure to include plants that have the ability to store away resources for a time of need.

3. Allow forages the space and time to rest between grazing events and designate areas that
can be used as sacrifice feeding areas when grazing opportunities become limited.

Nothing lasts forever. This drought won’t either. We can make it through and we will experience
better seasons ahead.

Upcoming Events

Producers who wish to learn more about drought relief assistance can get the most up to date
information from the Farm Service Agency online at https://www.farmers.gov/protection-
recovery/disaster-tool. You can also reach out the Guernsey-Noble FSA Office. The staff of
OSU Extension are here and willing to help assist producers however we can to develop ways to
cope with the impacts of drought. Reach out to us at 740-732-5681 or gelley.2(@osu.edu or visit
our drought response website at: https://kx.osu.edu/page/early-drought-response.

The East Central Grazing Alliance has one remaining pasture walk in 2024. The free program
will begin with a light meal at 5:30 p.m. and proceed into discussion on pasture related topics
from 6-8 p.m. The final walk of the season will take you to visit the farm of Lou Thornton in
Guernsey County (6230 High Hill Road, Cambridge) on October 3 to about the basics of grazing
systems and pasture root system development. More details can be acquired, and RSVPs
reported by calling Noble SWCD at 740-732-4318.

October's Farm Talk Breakfast will be extended into a field day that focuses on fencing options
and fence building. This fencing clinic invites all landowners interested in installing fence on
their property to join us at the Eastern Agricultural Research Station to learn about the latest
developments in fencing materials and tools with the experts who work with them everyday.
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Fencing professionals will be in attendance to provide demonstrations and answer questions
throughout the morning. The program will open at 8:30 AM with free breakfast, presentations
will begin at 9 AM, and discussion will continue until Noon. Free to attend, but RSVPs
requested by October 15. Call 740-305-3173 or email gelley.2@osu.edu to RSVP.

Winter feeding for beef cattle and other livestock is heavy on the mind right now for many. In
response to that need, the OSU Beef Team will offer a program called “Drought 2024:

Winter Feeding Options for Beef Cows” that will be offered four times in the month of October
at locations across our region. The programs will be offered at the following locations:

DATE: October 17, 2024
LOCATION: Sugarcreek Stockyards- 102 Buckeye St., Sugarcreek, OH 44681

DATE: October 22, 2024
LOCATION: Caldwell Extension Operations Building- 16714 Wolf Run Rd. Caldwell, OH
43724

DATE: October 24, 2024
LOCATION: Jackson County OSU Extension- 17 Standpipe Rd. Jackson, OH 45640

DATE: October 29, 2024
LOCATION: Muskingum Livestock- 944 Malinda St. Zanesville, OH 43701

Each class will be offered from 6:30-8:00 p.m. and there is no need to RSVP, just go to the
location that fits the date you are available. At these meetings experts will cover feeding options
with limited forage supplies, comparison of supplementation options, and offer a discussion on
managing herd numbers as the impacts of the 2024 drought persists into fall and winter. For
more information, visit beef.osu.edu or contact ruff.72@osu.edu.

The next Caldwell Community Seed Library Program will be our Garden Show & Tell
Celebration. It will be held at the Noble County OSU Extension Office shared conference room
(46049 Marietta Rd. Caldwell) from 2:00-3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, October 22. RSVPs are
appreciated by October 21, but walk-ins are welcome. Bring examples of things you grew,
photos of your garden, testimonies of lessons learned, along with hopes and dreams for next
season’s garden. Prizes will be offered at this session, but you must be present to win. Contact
gelley.2(@osu.edu or 740-305-3173 for questions or RSVPs.
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