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Return of the Bugs

It’s stink bug season again!

The brown marmorated stink bug (BMSB) is back in 2024 causing frustration for homeowners
and farmers across America. These shielded, flying, stout, and brown insects are thought to have
invaded the US from Asia in the mid-90s. Since the first one was positively identified in 2001 by
Penn State they have spread across the country and now pose threats worth $21 billion to
specialty food crops annually. They cause damage to many food crops including fruits,
vegetables, and grains.

There are many different kinds of less common stink bugs in our region that including beneficial,
predatory stink bugs. Stink bugs do not create structural damage to homes, nor are they a
problem if consumed by pets, and they do not bite. However, they are a severe annoyance and
threat to American commodities. Damage from the BMSB sends a significant amount of
valuable fresh fruits and vegetables to be processed and canned, instead of marketed whole and
fresh each year. It is the BMSB that is most likely causing you distress at home this fall.

They enter your home in search of a place to overwinter until spring. Their large size and ability
to fly long distances makes it difficult to ignore their presence. They persistently enter homes
through any crack or crevice they can fit through. Pesticides are unnecessary and generally
ineffective tools for home control.

The best way to keep stink bugs out, is to eliminate their way in by sealing cracks, door frames,
windows, and utility access areas in your home. If you have them in your home, don’t be
ashamed. Everyone does. Don’t let them get cozy. Find them. Sweep them up with a vacuum.
Catch them in a pheromone trap. Drop them in soapy water. Freeze them. Smash them. Compost
them. Whatever you prefer, stop them in their tracks. What serves as your annoyance this fall
and winter will become a severe agricultural pest this spring.

For addition information about the impact of the brown marmorated stink bug and efforts to
control it visit: www.StopBMSB.org.

Other common invaders that cause homeowners concern this time of year include boxelder bugs,
multicolored Asian lady beetles, western conifer seed bugs, and also ants.

Images of many of these insects can be viewed in an article by OSU Educator Joe Boggs-
https://bygl.osu.edu/node/2275. For questions about fall invaders not mentioned here, reach out
by email at gelley.2(@osu.edu or by calling 740-305-3173.

Upcoming Events & Drought Relief News
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October's Farm Talk Breakfast will be extended into a field day that focuses on fencing options
and fence building. This fencing clinic invites all landowners interested in installing fence on
their property to join us at the Eastern Agricultural Research Station to learn about the latest
developments in fencing materials and tools with the experts who work with them everyday.
Fencing professionals will be in attendance to provide demonstrations and answer questions
throughout the morning. The program will open at 8:30 AM with free breakfast, presentations
will begin at 9 AM, and discussion will continue until Noon. Meet at the OSU Extension
Operations Building (16714 Wolf Run Rd. Caldwell) to begin the program. Free to attend, but
RSVPs requested by October 15. Call 740-305-3173 or email gelley.2@osu.edu to RSVP.

Winter feeding for beef cattle and other livestock is heavy on the mind right now for many. In
response to that need, the OSU Beef Team will offer a program called “Drought 2024:

Winter Feeding Options for Beef Cows” that will be offered four times in the month of October
at locations across our region. The programs will be offered at the following locations:

DATE: October 17, 2024
LOCATION: Sugarcreek Stockyards- 102 Buckeye St., Sugarcreek, OH 44681

DATE: October 22, 2024
LOCATION: Caldwell Extension Operations Building- 16714 Wolf Run Rd. Caldwell, OH
43724

DATE: October 24, 2024
LOCATION: Jackson County OSU Extension- 17 Standpipe Rd. Jackson, OH 45640

DATE: October 29, 2024
LOCATION: Muskingum Livestock- 944 Malinda St. Zanesville, OH 43701

Each class will be offered from 6:30-8:00 p.m. and there is no need to RSVP, just go to the
location that fits the date you are available. At these meetings experts will cover feeding options
with limited forage supplies, comparison of supplementation options, and offer a discussion on
managing herd numbers as the impacts of the 2024 drought persists into fall and winter. For
more information, visit beef.osu.edu or contact ruff.72@osu.edu.

The next Caldwell Community Seed Library Program will be our Garden Show & Tell
Celebration. It will be held at A DIFFERENT LOCATION than originally planned. Join us at the
OSU Extension Operations Building (16714 Wolf Run Rd. Caldwell) from 2:00-3:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, October 22. RSVPs are appreciated by October 21, but walk-ins are welcome. Bring
examples of things you grew, photos of your garden, testimonies of lessons learned, along with
hopes and dreams for next season’s garden. Prizes will be offered at this session, but you must be
present to win. Contact gelley.2(@osu.edu or 740-305-3173 for questions or RSVPs.

Join the Ohio State University Extension Energy Outreach Group for a webinar on Carbon
Sequestration for the Farmer and Landowner on Zoom on October 29, 2024 at 8:00 a.m. The
overall goal of carbon sequestration is to reduce the amount of CO- and reduce the effects of
climate change by mitigating the greenhouse effect. Many large corporations and industries will
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pay landowners and farmers to implement practices that capture CO.. Such practices include,
planting trees, no till farming, cover crop usage, and other agricultural practices that will move
carbon from the air to the ground. Come listen to our panel of experts discuss how carbon
sequestration can impact the farmer and landowner. Panelists for this program include: Peggy
Hall: Attorney & Director, Agricultural & Resource Law Program, Michael Estadt: Assistant
Professor & Extension Educator, Pickaway County, and John Porter: Outreach & Partnership
Liaison | Truterra, LLC. To join the webinar, simply visit: https://go.osu.edu/carbon2024 on
October 29th at 8:00 a.m. Contact Dan Lima at lima.19@osu.edu or call the OSU Extension
office in Belmont Co. (740) 695-1455 for more information.

Producers who wish to learn more about drought relief assistance can get the most up to date
information from the Farm Service Agency online at https://www.farmers.gov/protection-
recovery/disaster-tool. You can also reach out the Guernsey-Noble FSA Office. The staff of
OSU Extension are here and willing to help assist producers however we can to develop ways to
cope with the impacts of drought. Reach out to us at 740-732-5681 or gelley.2(@osu.edu or visit
our drought response website at: https://kx.osu.edu/page/early-drought-response.

In the wake of over 8 consecutive weeks without rain, the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) has declared 22 counties as natural disasters for drought conditions. The natural disaster
designation allows the USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) to extend much-needed emergency
credit to farm operators through a maximum $500,000 FSA emergency loan. Emergency loans
can be used to meet various recovery needs including the replacement of essential items such as:
equipment or livestock, reorganization of a farming operation, or to refinance certain debts.
ability. For production losses, a 30% reduction in a primary crop in a designated or contiguous
county is required. Losses to quality, such as receiving a reduced price for flood damaged crops,
may be eligible for assistance. For additional information on this emergency loan opportunity,
please contact OMEGA’s Director of Infrastructure and Community Development, Erin Wright,
at ewright@omegadistrict.org or (330) 243-0133.
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