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Spooky Bugs to Squash

Reports are starting to come in about a spooky bug being spotted in Belle Valley and 
surrounding areas- the spotted lanternfly. However, we need EVIDENCE to make reports of 
these sightings. Please, IF YOU DETECT IT, COLLECT IT. 
 
The spotted lanternfly is a non-native invasive insect that is frighteningly pretty. It has grayish 
wings adorned with black spots and vibrant red underwings. This pest has been hopping its way 
from East to West across Ohio posing a significant threat to agriculture and local ecosystems.  
 
The spotted lanternfly feeds on over 100 plant species with its favorite being Tree of Heaven 
(Ailanthus altissima), which is an invasive tree species. Other preferred plants include 
grapevines, hops, apples, maples, and more. Their feeding can stress these plants and their 
owners. In commercial horticulture, fruit, and vegetable settings, they will impact revenue and 
require control.  
 
It is spreading rapidly, for multiple reasons including the lack of native predators, environmental 
stressors on native plants- such as the ongoing drought, and the movement of people and their 
possessions through areas where spotted lanternfly is established. These bugs are leaf hoppers, 
who frequently hitch-hike without detection. In the fall of the year, they lay their eggs and cover 
them with a mud like protective blanket that can be easily confused for a lichen, dirt, or other 
insect egg masses.  
 
It is critical to recognize and report the signs of the spotted lanternfly:  

• Adult Appearance: Adults are about 1 inch long, with grayish wings featuring black 
spots and bright red underwings visible when they rest. 

• Nymphs: Young nymphs are small, black with white spots, transitioning to red with 
black spots as they mature. 

• Egg Masses: Laid in late summer to early fall, spotted lanternfly egg masses resemble 
grey, puttylike blobs and can be found on tree trunks, outdoor furniture, and vehicles. 

• Honeydew: The spotted lanternfly excretes a sticky substance known as honeydew, 
leading to a black sooty mold on surfaces beneath infested plants. 

• Plant Damage: Infestation can cause wilting, yellowing leaves, and stressed plants, 
particularly grapevines, hops, and fruit trees. 

• Increased Insect Activity: The honeydew attracts wasps and hornets, leading to 
increased activity around infested areas. 

 
If you see this insect or its egg masses, take a photo close up and in focus, take a photo from 
far away to document the location, and then kill the insect/scrape off the egg mass. Then 
report it to the OSU Extension Office at 740-305-3173 or gelley.2@osu.edu or to the Ohio 
Department of Agriculture directly by scanning the QR code in the image provided or by 
visiting: https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/1b36dd2cf09e4be0a79776a6104ce1dc 
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Upcoming Events & Drought Relief News 

Winter feeding for beef cattle and other livestock is heavy on the mind right now for many. In 
response to that need, the OSU Beef Team will offer a program called “Drought 2024: 
Winter Feeding Options for Beef Cows” for the last time from 6:30-8:00 p.m. on October 29, 
2024 at Muskingum Livestock- 944 Malinda St. Zanesville, OH 43701. There is no need to 
RSVP. At this meeting experts will cover feeding options with limited forage supplies, 
comparison of supplementation options, and offer a discussion on managing herd numbers as the 
impacts of the 2024 drought persists into fall and winter. For more information, visit 
beef.osu.edu or contact ruff.72@osu.edu.  
 
Join the Ohio State University Extension Energy Outreach Group for a webinar on Carbon 
Sequestration for the Farmer and Landowner on Zoom on October 29, 2024 at 8:00 a.m. The 
overall goal of carbon sequestration is to reduce the amount of CO₂ and reduce the effects of 
climate change by mitigating the greenhouse effect.  Many large corporations and industries will 
pay landowners and farmers to implement practices that capture CO₂.  Such practices include, 
planting trees, no till farming, cover crop usage, and other agricultural practices that will move 
carbon from the air to the ground. Come listen to our panel of experts discuss how carbon 
sequestration can impact the farmer and landowner. Panelists for this program include: Peggy 
Hall: Attorney & Director, Agricultural & Resource Law Program, Michael Estadt: Assistant 
Professor & Extension Educator, Pickaway County, and John Porter: Outreach & Partnership 
Liaison | Truterra, LLC. To join the webinar, simply visit: https://go.osu.edu/carbon2024 on 
October 29th at 8:00 a.m. Contact Dan Lima at lima.19@osu.edu or call the OSU Extension 
office in Belmont Co. (740) 695-1455 for more information.   

November's Farm Talk Breakfast will deliver the Generation Rx for Adults program. This 
program focuses on safeguarding prescription medications for people and animals. Join us on 
Friday, November 14, 2024 from 8:30-10:00 AM with free breakfast at the OSU Extension 
Operations Building (16714 Wolf Run Rd. Caldwell) Free to attend, but RSVPs requested by 
November 12. Call 740-732-5681 or email gelley.2@osu.edu to RSVP. 
 
The Noble County Master Gardener Volunteers will host their annual Holiday Wreath Workshop 
from 2:00-4:00 p.m. on Sunday, November 24, 2024 at the OSU Extension Operations Building 
(16714 Wolf Run Rd. Caldwell). This workshop will include hands-on instruction and the 
compete offering of materials to create a fresh evergreen holiday wreath. Light refreshments will 
be provided. Registration is $25 per participant. RSVPs are required and accepted until the max 
capacity of 40 participants is reached. Call 740-732-5681 or email gelley.2@osu.edu to RSVP.   
 
Producers who wish to learn more about drought relief assistance can get the most up to date 
information from the Farm Service Agency online at https://www.farmers.gov/protection-
recovery/disaster-tool. You can also reach out the Guernsey-Noble FSA Office. The staff of 
OSU Extension are here and willing to help assist producers however we can to develop ways to 
cope with the impacts of drought. Reach out to us at 740-732-5681 or gelley.2@osu.edu or visit 
our drought response website at: https://kx.osu.edu/page/early-drought-response.  

mailto:ruff.72@osu.edu
https://go.osu.edu/carbon2024
mailto:gelley.2@osu.edu
https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/disaster-tool
https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/disaster-tool
mailto:gelley.2@osu.edu
https://kx.osu.edu/page/early-drought-response


In the wake of over 8 consecutive weeks without rain, the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) has declared 22 counties as natural disasters for drought conditions. The natural disaster 
designation allows the USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) to extend much-needed emergency 
credit to farm operators through a maximum $500,000 FSA emergency loan. Emergency loans 
can be used to meet various recovery needs including the replacement of essential items such as: 
equipment or livestock, reorganization of a farming operation, or to refinance certain debts. 
ability. For production losses, a 30% reduction in a primary crop in a designated or contiguous 
county is required. Losses to quality, such as receiving a reduced price for flood damaged crops, 
may be eligible for assistance. For additional information on this emergency loan opportunity, 
please contact OMEGA’s Director of Infrastructure and Community Development, Erin Wright, 
at ewright@omegadistrict.org or (330) 243-0133.    
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