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Leave the Leaves

While there are many tasks on a gardeners list in the fall, the “clean up” that is best for our 
ecosystem may not look all that “clean”. Leaving residue on the soil is beneficial in many ways, 
especially deciduous tree leaf litter. Leaf litter may seem like a nuisance, but the litter is a 
valuable resource that I hope you will consider recycling.  
 
Leaves contain valuable nutrients for soil health. Healthy soils provide plants and animals with 
healthy habitats. Keep the nutrients held within fallen leaves in use by reincorporating them into 
your landscape in the form of compost or mulch.  
 
It is important to take care of the leaves that fall on your property. Leaf litter can smother your 
lawn by reducing light infiltration, which can create patchy lawn growth in the spring. Leaves 
should also be cleaned from your gutter systems and drains to facilitate good water flow. 
Leaves can be beneficial to lawns as fertilizer if they are shredded into small particles. This can 
be accomplished by using a mulching blade on your lawn mower or by doing double passes 
across your lawn to shred the leaves. Shredded leaves will decompose more quickly than whole 
leaves. 
 
Leaving leaf litter on the soil surface may be even more beneficial this fall than in years prior. 
Persistent drought conditions continue to stress the landscape. Leaf litter helps provide a 
protective barrier that can help hold moisture on the soil surface and prevent soil crusting. 
Decomposed leaf litter will be valuable fertilizer for recovering lawns and gardens come spring. 
Incorporating decomposing leaf litter into the soil will add organic matter and improve soil tilth 
in the next growing season.  
 
If you have a compost pile, add the leaf litter. Be sure to add a good source of nitrogen (such as 
grass clippings) to the mix to aid breakdown. After the material has broken down it can be used 
as a soil amendment or mulch for other plants.   
 
For those who live within the Village of Caldwell, there are regulations on how to dispose of 
your leaves.  
 
Please do not rake or blow autumn leaves into the street. The bulky leaves can plug storm drains 
and sewer lines causing backups. If you want the leaves off your property, bag them separately 
from your household trash for the Caldwell Village Street Department to pick up on either 
Mondays or Fridays. The leaves will be repurposed as compost around the community. For 
questions about special yard waste pickup, contact the Street Department Superintendent at 740-
732-4645. 
 
State law dictates that yard waste, including autumn leaves, should not be accepted by landfills 
in Ohio. Please do not combine leaf litter and household waste into the same bags. Keep them 



separate. Using paper waste bags is beneficial for all parties. These bags are biodegradable and 
do not need to be separated when the leaves are dropped off at the composting facility. Plastic 
bags are often still accepted for containing yard waste, but create an extra step in the process, 
because the bags must be emptied and disposed of separately from the leaf litter.  
 
For more details about nutrient recycling, visit: https://ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/SAG-16 email 
gelley.2@osu.edu or call the Noble County Extension Office at 740-732-5681.  
 
Upcoming Events & Drought Relief News 

M&M Feed and Supply invites beef producers to attend a fall meeting from 6-8 p.m. on 
Thursday, November 7 at the Pleasant City store featuring information on Drought & Impacts 
Moving Forward by Christine Gelley, OSU Extension ANR Weed Management: Pastures & Hay 
Fields by Jeff Clark, Alliagare, and Effective Use of Tubs & Blocks by Scott Trimble, Central 
Farm. Free dinner, deals, and door prizes will be provided. RSVP by calling the store at 740-685-
9600. 
 
November's Farm Talk Breakfast will deliver the Generation Rx for Adults program. This 
program focuses on safeguarding prescription medications for people and animals. Join us on 
Friday, November 14, 2024 from 8:30-10:00 AM with free breakfast at the OSU Extension 
Operations Building (16714 Wolf Run Rd. Caldwell) Free to attend, but RSVPs requested by 
November 12. Call 740-732-5681 or email gelley.2@osu.edu to RSVP. 
 
Sheep and goat producers are invited to attend a seminar on winter feeding programs for small 
ruminants from 6-8 p.m. on Wednesday, November 20 at the Eastern Agricultural Research 
Station (16870 Bond Ridge Road Caldwell, OH). Come hear research-based management advice 
from OSU's State Small Ruminant Extension Specialist- Dr. Brady Campbell. Local Extension 
personnel will also offer advice on local resources and potential solutions for navigating the 
winter ahead amidst drought. A light meal will be provided for all registered attendees. 
Registration for the event is required by November 18th. Call 740-305-3173 or email 
gelley.2@osu.edu to register today! 
 
The Noble County Master Gardener Volunteers will host their annual Holiday Wreath Workshop 
from 2:00-4:00 p.m. on Sunday, November 24, 2024 at the OSU Extension Operations Building 
(16714 Wolf Run Rd. Caldwell). This workshop will include hands-on instruction and the 
compete offering of materials to create a fresh evergreen holiday wreath. Light refreshments will 
be provided. Registration is $25 per participant. RSVPs are required and accepted until the max 
capacity of 40 participants is reached. Call 740-732-5681 or email gelley.2@osu.edu to RSVP.   
 
Producers who wish to learn more about drought relief assistance can get the most up to date 
information from the Farm Service Agency online at https://www.farmers.gov/protection-
recovery/disaster-tool. You can also reach out the Guernsey-Noble FSA Office. The staff of 
OSU Extension are here and willing to help assist producers however we can to develop ways to 
cope with the impacts of drought. Reach out to us at 740-732-5681 or gelley.2@osu.edu or visit 
our drought response website at: https://kx.osu.edu/page/early-drought-response.  
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In the wake of week after week without rain, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has 
declared 22 counties as natural disasters for drought conditions. The natural disaster designation 
allows the USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) to extend much-needed emergency credit to 
farm operators through a maximum $500,000 FSA emergency loan. Emergency loans can be 
used to meet various recovery needs including the replacement of essential items such as: 
equipment or livestock, reorganization of a farming operation, or to refinance certain debts. 
ability. For production losses, a 30% reduction in a primary crop in a designated or contiguous 
county is required. Losses to quality, such as receiving a reduced price for flood damaged crops, 
may be eligible for assistance. For additional information on this emergency loan opportunity, 
please contact OMEGA’s Director of Infrastructure and Community Development, Erin Wright, 
at ewright@omegadistrict.org or (330) 243-0133.    
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