AG LINE

By Christine Gelley

Agriculture and Natural Resources Educator
Noble County OSU Extension

Become a Master Gardener in 2025

The Noble County Master Gardener Volunteer program experienced massive growth in
membership this year, growing from three members to eighteen! The impact we have already
been able to make with a robust team of volunteers who have a passion for gardening is huge.
However, there is plenty more room to grow.

The Noble County MGVs and I invite you to bring your gardening passion into the classroom
and out into the community by going a step beyond your current gardening hobby and joining the
Noble County Master Gardener Volunteers in 2025.

The Master Gardener Volunteer (MGV) program takes the idea of a garden club a step further by
providing its members with credentialed education in a wide range of horticultural topics backed
by the validity and trust of The Ohio State University. Master Gardener Volunteers complete a
training course that ensures they are prepared to assist others in their community with growing
and caring for plants. MGV all pass a background check which allows our programs to reach
diverse audiences, including youth, in a wide variety of settings. After training is complete,
MGVs volunteer in the community by sharing their gardening experiences with others and
beautifying our county landscapes.

A 2025 training class is assembling now. In order to host a local training, we need at least five
committed people to enroll. There is an application to fill out and turn in that can be picked up at
the Noble County OSU Extension Office (46049 Marietta Rd. Suite 2, Caldwell, OH) or emailed
to you. Ideally, we would like applications returned by November 26, 2024 in order to determine
the best day of the week and time to hold our training classes.

Master Gardener Training involves 50 hours of education that is delivered over a period of about
three months in both classroom and field trip settings. Classes will be scheduled based on the
availability of the parties who turn in their applications prior to Thanksgiving. The course
schedule will be determined prior to December 31, 2024.

While training in other locations can cost $200 or more, our training sessions will be offered at
no cost to Noble County residents! Simply enroll and commit to the program. Out of county
participants are also welcome to join our training and be members in the county MGV group of
their choice. However, out of county participants will be expected to register and pay $75 to
cover material costs associated with the training.

We are hoping that participants of from all walks of life will bring their experience to our group
because learning from each other is one of the best parts of the training. There is space for you to
join us regardless of your demographics and experience level!



The Ohio State University College of Food, Agriculture, and Environmental Science provides
research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more
information, visit https://cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. We strive to make all of our materials and
programs accessible to all and can provide special accommodations as needed for individuals.
Visit https://cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility to learn more about our accessibility policies.

Contact me, Christine Gelley to learn more about the Master Gardener Volunteer Program at
gelley.2@osu.edu or 740-732-5681.

Upcoming Events & Drought Relief News

Sheep and goat producers are invited to attend a seminar on winter feeding programs for small
ruminants from 6-8 p.m. on Wednesday, November 20 at the Eastern Agricultural Research
Station (16870 Bond Ridge Road Caldwell, OH). Come hear research-based management advice
from OSU's State Small Ruminant Extension Specialist- Dr. Brady Campbell. Local Extension
personnel will also offer advice on local resources and potential solutions for navigating the
winter ahead amidst drought. A light meal will be provided for all registered attendees.
Registration for the event is required by November 18th. Call 740-305-3173 or email
gelley.2@osu.edu to register today!

December's Farm Talk Breakfast will be held from 8:30-10:00 AM on Friday, December 20,
2024 at the OSU Extension Operations Building (16714 Wolf Run Rd. Caldwell). Join us for to
learn about the origins of popular culinary spices we us during the holiday season. Learn how
they grow, where they grow, how they are used globally, and how they travel the globe to get to
our pantries. Learn about how to store spices for best flavor. Come inspired to try some new
holiday recipes and partake in a spiced beverage taste panel. All accompanying fresh cooked
breakfast. Free to attend, but RSVPs required by December 18. Call 740-732-5681 or email
gelley.2@osu.edu to RSVP.

Producers who wish to learn more about drought relief assistance can get the most up to date
information from the Farm Service Agency online at https://www.farmers.gov/protection-
recovery/disaster-tool. You can also reach out the Guernsey-Noble FSA Office. The staff of
OSU Extension are here and willing to help assist producers however we can to develop ways to
cope with the impacts of drought. Reach out to us at 740-732-5681 or gelley.2(@osu.edu or visit
our drought response website at: https://kx.osu.edu/page/early-drought-response.

In the wake of week after week without rain, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has
declared 22 counties as natural disasters for drought conditions. The natural disaster designation
allows the USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) to extend much-needed emergency credit to
farm operators through a maximum $500,000 FSA emergency loan. Emergency loans can be
used to meet various recovery needs including the replacement of essential items such as:
equipment or livestock, reorganization of a farming operation, or to refinance certain debts.
ability. For production losses, a 30% reduction in a primary crop in a designated or contiguous
county is required. Losses to quality, such as receiving a reduced price for flood damaged crops,
may be eligible for assistance. For additional information on this emergency loan opportunity,
please contact OMEGA’s Director of Infrastructure and Community Development, Erin Wright,
at ewright@omegadistrict.org or (330) 243-0133.
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