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Keeping it Real for the Holidays  

Bringing the outdoors in as decoration is a popular tradition this time of year. We just finished 
our annual Holiday Wreath Making Workshop where we did just that and what a fun time we 
always have. Our local tree farms will be opening after Thanksgiving! Can you believe it is that 
time already? I encourage you to shop early this year and be prepared to take good care of your 
live tree so it lasts in beautiful condition until New Year’s Day. The drought of 2024 may impact 
the availability of trees and their longevity if not pampered in your home.  

For some, décor that looks like real plant material is a must and for others, real is the only way to 
go. I respect both options but given the choice, I will go for real evergreen material for our tree, 
wreaths, swags, and garlands. If you like to keep it real for the holidays like I do, keep on 
reading.  

There is something special about a live tree at Christmas. Most are pleasantly fragrant, each is 
unique, and a wide variety of choices are available to suit your preferences. When selecting a 
tree for your home there are some helpful tips that you can keep in mind for a smooth transition:  

Measure- Think about where you want to put the tree before you bring one home. Measure the 
space and then take a tape measure with you and verify that the tree you choose will fit.  

Fresher is Better- A fresh tree should have rich color and flexible needles. Very few needles 
should fall from the tree when shaken. Once the tree is cut it begins to produce resin (a.k.a. 
“sap”) to seal the wound created by the cut. While this helps seal in moisture for a temporary 
time period, it must be removed in order to draw up additional water through the trunk. It is 
always a good idea to remove at least one inch of the trunk before placing your tree in water at 
home.   

Check for Hitchhikers- Check for and remove any insect structures and/or bird’s nests (use 
gloves), before decorating with live greenery to help prevent accidental home invaders. 
Remember that any pests you encounter on an evergreen tree chose the tree as their habitat. 
Therefore, most hitchhikers in your house would not become a residential pest. If you have been 
trapsing about the tree farm or forest looking for the perfect greenery, you also want to check 
your body for hitchhiking ticks. Ticks are active all year round in grassy and wooded areas. If 
wildlife may have been in the area, ticks could be too. It may seem odd to wear insect repellent 
while choosing your Christmas tree, but I highly recommend it. 

Keep Your Tree Watered- Your tree stand should be able to hold at least 1 gallon of water. A 
fresh tree can draw up 2 quarts or more of water on the first day in the tree stand. Check the 
water level regularly (daily is ideal). The water line should always meet the cut trunk and never 
sit below the trunk. Water additives to preserve the tree are not necessary and have not been 



proven to increase needle retention. Plain tap water is sufficient. A dry tree is a fire hazard and 
also a mess to remove from your home. Remember that lights on the tree create heat, which 
could increase the risk of a fire. Damaged cords and overloaded outlets are also concerns. Mini 
lights and LED lights produce less heat than traditional bulbs, but it is still a good idea to turn 
lights off at night and when no one is home to reduce the risk of fire. 

Consider Recycling: You can save the trimmings off your live tree to make other holiday décor! 
A simple swag can easily be made from a stray branch or two, some ribbon, and a bell or bow. 
After the greenery has fulfilled its purpose, consider recycling the remaining material. 
Evergreens make great composed mulch and also can enhance wildlife habitats. 

Here are some quick tips for keeping other evergreen décor fresh through the holidays:  

• Some plants that work well for crafting fresh arrangements include: cedars, firs, holly, 
ivy, junipers, magnolia, pine, spruce, arborvitae, hemlock, and cypress. 

• Never place evergreen foliage near heat sources because it is highly flammable. 
• Soak the branches in water overnight before working with the material. This will 

rehydrate the plant tissues, keeping your decor fresher for longer. 
• Let the surface of the foliage dry and if desired, spray it with a preservative to seal in the 

moisture. This usually not necessary if the foliage is fresh cut prior to adding it to décor. 
• Keep in mind that some evergreen berries are poisonous if consumed, so keep them out 

of reach of children and pets. 
• To extend the life of your arrangements keep them in a cool location and avoid 

displaying them in direct sunlight or directly on glass. You can still do this, but the 
needles will dry quicker. 

• Add fresh or dried fruit or flowers to your personal taste or dress up the display with 
bows or holiday ornaments. 

For more information about using fresh cut evergreens as décor during the holidays, call the 
Extension Office at 740-732-5681 and ask for Christine.  

Upcoming Events & Drought Relief News 

The Noble County MGVs invite you to bring your gardening passion into the classroom and out 
into the community by going a step beyond your current gardening hobby and joining the Noble 
County Master Gardener Volunteers in 2025. Master Gardener Volunteers complete a training 
course that ensures they are prepared to assist others in their community with growing and caring 
for plants. A 2025 training class is assembling now. To host a local training, we need at least five 
committed people to enroll. There is an application to fill out and turn in that can be picked up at 
the Noble County OSU Extension Office (46049 Marietta Rd. Suite 2, Caldwell, OH) or emailed 
to you. Ideally, we would like applications returned by November 26, 2024 in order to determine 
the best day of the week and time to hold our training classes. While training in other locations 
can cost $200 or more, our training sessions will be offered at no cost to Noble County residents! 
Simply enroll and commit to the program. Out of county participants are also welcome to join 
our training and be members in the county MGV group of their choice. However, out of county 
participants will be expected to register and pay $75 to cover material costs associated with the 



training. Contact Christine Gelley to learn more about the Master Gardener Volunteer Program at 
gelley.2@osu.edu or 740-732-5681. 

December's Farm Talk Breakfast will be held from 8:30-10:00 AM on Friday, December 20, 
2024 at the OSU Extension Operations Building (16714 Wolf Run Rd. Caldwell). Join us for to 
learn about the origins of popular culinary spices we us during the holiday season. Learn how 
they grow, where they grow, how they are used globally, and how they travel the globe to get to 
our pantries. Learn about how to store spices for best flavor. Come inspired to try some new 
holiday recipes and partake in a spiced beverage taste panel. All accompanying fresh cooked 
breakfast. Free to attend, but RSVPs required by December 18. Call 740-732-5681 or email 
gelley.2@osu.edu to RSVP. 
 
Producers who wish to learn more about drought relief assistance can get the most up to date 
information from the Farm Service Agency online at https://www.farmers.gov/protection-
recovery/disaster-tool. You can also reach out the Guernsey-Noble FSA Office. The staff of 
OSU Extension are here and willing to help assist producers however we can to develop ways to 
cope with the impacts of drought. Reach out to us at 740-732-5681 or gelley.2@osu.edu or visit 
our drought response website at: https://kx.osu.edu/page/early-drought-response.  

In the wake of week after week without rain, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has 
declared 22 counties as natural disasters for drought conditions. The natural disaster designation 
allows the USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) to extend much-needed emergency credit to 
farm operators through a maximum $500,000 FSA emergency loan. Emergency loans can be 
used to meet various recovery needs including the replacement of essential items such as: 
equipment or livestock, reorganization of a farming operation, or to refinance certain debts. 
ability. For production losses, a 30% reduction in a primary crop in a designated or contiguous 
county is required. Losses to quality, such as receiving a reduced price for flood damaged crops, 
may be eligible for assistance. For additional information on this emergency loan opportunity, 
please contact OMEGA’s Director of Infrastructure and Community Development, Erin Wright, 
at ewright@omegadistrict.org or (330) 243-0133.    
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