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Décor Discord- A Gelley Family Christmas Story
The pressure is on to create the perfect looking home for the holidays.

At least that's how it seems. Lately, I have found myself inundated with suggestions of how to
decorate my home for the holidays. While no one is actually pressuring me to create perfection,
the images portrayed on social media and depicted on television imply that if I create the perfect
looking home then my family will have the perfect holiday season.

To combat this pressure, I have to remind myself that perfection is unattainable and unrealistic.
What I should strive for instead is to create a home that is comfortable and functional. What
comfort and function looks like in my home will probably never match the cover of a magazine.
Realistically, I don’t think I would want them to.

Story Time:

We began decorating our home for the holidays this past week after selecting our Christmas tree.
My husband took the lead, stringing multicolored lights and hanging shiny garland around our
living room. Occasionally, he would pause and ask me what I thought of his latest work.

More often than not I found myself saying, “That looks great, but it's not really my style.”

As you can imagine, this created some frustration for both of us. I told him to keep going and
that it looked great. Whether I liked it or not was trivial because the house was not just mine but
ours to share. As long as he and the kids like the decorations I would be happy.

While I cooked dinner, I thought to myself, “What is my style? Why don’t I like those
decorations? They’re cheery and festive, nostalgic too. Why do they make me cringe? I am being
ridiculous.”

Later I realized the answers to these questions. The reason those decorations didn’t match my
style was their materials. Almost everything was made of plastic- shiny, bright, bold, and loud
plastic. Their festive appearance created moral conflict for my conscience.

Every year as part of my work in the field of agriculture and natural resources, I encourage
people to use natural and recyclable materials to decorate their homes for the holidays. I try to
practice what I preach, but here my home was bedazzled in materials that were quite the opposite
of my core style- naturalism.

When I picture my ideal space decorated for the holidays I see earthy tones, warm light, natural
textures, and the outdoors brought in. Instead of shiny plastic garland I prefer dried fruit and
popcorn on a cotton string. I see handcrafted doilies and soft wool blankets. I see pine cones and
candles. I smell cinnamon, oranges, cranberries, and apples in a simmer pot on the stove. My



home becomes a little cottage tucked away in the woods- a warm and comfy place to read a
book, do a craft, and bake cookies.

Maybe someday when my kids are grown up and my house is quiet, I'll create that cottage tucked
in the woods. But I know when that happens, I will miss the vibrant and joyful feel of our home
right now. Because home is where the heart is and my heart is with my family.

If glitzy garland and rainbow lights bring joy to my family, then that is perfection. The way it
looks means little compared to how it feels. I love how it feels right now.

However, if naturalism is more your style and you would like to talk more about ways to
decorate your home for the holidays, please reach out to me to brainstorm ideas. It would being
me joy to share ideas together. I would love to see photos of your natural holiday décor. Reach
out to gelley.2@osu.edu to chat with me.

Happy decorating!
Upcoming Events & Drought Relief News

The Noble County MGVs invite you to bring your gardening passion into the classroom and out
into the community by going a step beyond your current gardening hobby and joining the Noble
County Master Gardener Volunteers in 2025. Master Gardener Volunteers complete a training
course that ensures they are prepared to assist others in their community with growing and caring
for plants. A 2025 training class is assembling now. To host a local training, we need at least five
committed people to enroll. There is an application to fill out and turn in that can be picked up at
the Noble County OSU Extension Office (46049 Marietta Rd. Suite 2, Caldwell, OH) or emailed
to you. Ideally, we would like applications returned by December 30, 2024 in order to determine
the best day of the week and time to hold our training classes. While training in other locations
can cost $200 or more, our training sessions will be offered at no cost to Noble County residents!
Simply enroll and commit to the program. Out of county participants are also welcome to join
our training and be members in the county MGV group of their choice. However, out of county
participants will be expected to register and pay $75 to cover material costs associated with the
training. Contact Christine Gelley to learn more about the Master Gardener Volunteer Program at
gelley.2(@osu.edu or 740-732-5681.

December's Farm Talk Breakfast will be held from 8:30-10:00 AM on Friday, December 20,
2024 at the OSU Extension Operations Building (16714 Wolf Run Rd. Caldwell). Join us for to
learn about the origins of popular culinary spices we us during the holiday season. Learn how
they grow, where they grow, how they are used globally, and how they travel the globe to get to
our pantries. Learn about how to store spices for best flavor. Come inspired to try some new
holiday recipes and partake in a spiced beverage taste panel. All accompanying fresh cooked
breakfast. Free to attend, but RSVPs required by December 18. Call 740-732-5681 or email
gelley.2@osu.edu to RSVP.

Producers who wish to learn more about drought relief assistance can get the most up to date
information from the Farm Service Agency online at https://www.farmers.gov/protection-
recovery/disaster-tool. You can also reach out the Guernsey-Noble FSA Office. The staff of
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OSU Extension are here and willing to help assist producers however we can to develop ways to
cope with the impacts of drought. Reach out to us at 740-732-5681 or gelley.2(@osu.edu or visit
our drought response website at: https://kx.osu.edu/page/early-drought-response.

In the wake of week after week without rain, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has
declared 22 counties as natural disasters for drought conditions. The natural disaster designation
allows the USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) to extend much-needed emergency credit to
farm operators through a maximum $500,000 FSA emergency loan. Emergency loans can be
used to meet various recovery needs including the replacement of essential items such as:
equipment or livestock, reorganization of a farming operation, or to refinance certain debts.
ability. For production losses, a 30% reduction in a primary crop in a designated or contiguous
county is required. Losses to quality, such as receiving a reduced price for flood damaged crops,
may be eligible for assistance. For additional information on this emergency loan opportunity,
please contact OMEGA’s Director of Infrastructure and Community Development, Erin Wright,
at ewright@omegadistrict.org or (330) 243-0133.
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