
Dear Readers, 

It looks like we are in for another muddy winter. Along with the challenges that 
this creates for getting around the farm, it also creates issues for animal health. Many 
producers are calving, lambing, and kidding right now. Watch out for signs of mastitis in 
lactating animals, which can be caused by mud on the udder tissue. Mothers with mastitis 
may not allow their young to nurse at the needed length of time or frequency due to pain. 
The udder may feel hard or hot. Many cases of mastitis occur and pass before we ever 
notice, but some more acute cases can cause lasting damage to the mother’s mammary 
tissue and reduce the growth of her young. As soon as possible after birth and if you are 
able, check that each teat produces colostrum (the first and most crucial milk). Getting 
colostrum into a newborn within the first few hours is critical for the long-term health of 
the animal. The best source of colostrum is from the newborn’s mother. If this is not 
possible, the next best choice is another mother of the same species from your farm. The 
next best choice is a colostrum replacer. The nutrient composition of milk is different from 
species to species and there are diseases that can be passed through milk from farm to farm. 
Therefore, do not substitute across species or with milk from another farm. In addition, do 
not pasteurize colostrum. It will denature the components that make it so special. If you 
have a mother that produces extra colostrum or in the unfortunate event that a mother dies 
giving birth or shortly after, milks as much colostrum from her as you can and freeze it. 
Thaw frozen colostrum/milk in a warm water bath, never in the microwave. For more tips 
consult www.beef.osu.edu or www.sheep.osu.edu by typing “milk” into the search bar. 

In the pages that follow you will find information about upcoming programs and 
important feedback that you can provide to make OSU Extension’s presence in our county 
more effective and helpful. Noble County is often underrepresented in state surveys, but 
you can help change that by participating in the 2020 Ohio Farm Custom Rate Survey. 
Thank you in advance!  

Sincerely, 

Christine Gelley  

Noble County OSU Extension ANR Educator 
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Beginner’s Beekeeping Class- Saturday, February 1 
 

 
Objective: Learn about the basics of beekeeping, and honey collection. 
We will be utilizing the book “Simple Smart Beekeeping” by Kirsten 
Traynor, PhD. and Michael Traynor. You will learn what equipment is 
needed, how to handle honeybees, creating a healthy hive, potential 
problems for our bee population and resources from our local bee club to 
assist you in getting started. 
Instructor: Don Crock, President of Guernsey-Noble Beekeepers- Email: 
doncrock@yahoo.com & Cell Phone: 740-581-1883 and Phil Dobeck, 
Vice-President, Guernsey-Noble Beekeepers- Email: 
popfun@windstream.net & Phone: 740-638-2489.  
Location: Ohio State University, 16714 Wolf Run Road, Caldwell, Ohio 
Sponsors: Guernsey-Noble Beekeepers & Ohio State University Extension 
Sessions: There will be two sessions in the beginner’s beekeeping class. 
There will be a 5-hour classroom session (9am to 2 pm) on Saturday, 
February 1st at the Extension Operation Office, Caldwell (Formally known 
Southeast Regional Extension Office) and a 2-hour on-site session at Don 
Crock’s apiary (to be scheduled). 
Cost: $35.00- includes book, membership to 
the Guernsey Noble Beekeepers Association 
and other incidentals. For additional persons 
in same household a fee of $10.00 per person. 
To Enroll: Email Don Crock at 
doncrock@yahoo.com or Christine Gelley at 
gelley.2@osu.edu of your interests. Include 
phone number and email. Or call Don at 740-
581-1883 or OSU Extension at 740-732-5681. 
Website: guernseynoblebeekeepers.com 

mailto:popfun@windstream.net
http://guernseynoblebeekeepers.com/?fbclid=IwAR0GzkvNNe1Jqh4VMuqjbP18Ay4AmFyrWFMKC47SQYdaxt8gLcTLcrtSBOI


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THURSDAY , FEBRUARY 6TH, 6:30 – 8:00pm 
 
The Washington County Grain School is presented by OSU Extension, Channel Seeds, and Stoutsville Seed Shed. 
The school is free and refreshments are sponsored by Stoutsville Seed Shed. 

• Understanding early seedling development – Sean Rittinger, Stoutsville Seed Shed 
• Chemical Resistance in Weeds – Marcus McCartney, ANR Educator, OSU Extension 

Location: OSU Extension Office, 202 Davis Ave., Marietta Cost: FREE 

Details: Registration Required (see below) Contact information: Marcus McCartney 740-376-7431 
 

CFAES provides research and related 
educational programs to clientele on a 

nondiscriminatory basis. For more 
information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu.   

For an accessible  format of this publication, 
visit 

cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility. 
 

Ohio State University Extension – Washington County 



 

  

FARM TALK SUPPER- February 18, 2020 

Interpreting Ohio Wildlife Council Proposed 
Changes to Coyote Hunting and Trapping 

TUESDAY, FEB. 18, 2020 from 6-8 P.M. 
 
On January 15, 2020, new proposals including requiring a fur taker permit for coyote hunting 
and trapping and adding coyote to the furbearer trapping season were proposed to the 
Ohio Wildlife Council. Ohio resident landowners would not be required to have a hunting 
license or fur taker permit when hunting or trapping on land they own.  We will discuss the 
logic and structure behind the proposal and how to submit public comments to the Ohio 
Wildlife Council which are open for submission beginning on Feb. 21. 2020. 
Location: Extension Operations Building- 16714 Wolf Run Rd. Caldwell, OH 43724   

Cost: Free     Details: RSVP by Feb. 14     Contact information: 740-732-5681 or gelley.2@osu.edu  

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele  
on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu.  

For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility. 

noble.osu.edu 

mailto:gelley.2@osu.edu


 

                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Ag Night” @ Adult Technical Training is a program geared towards our local farm community and their needs. The program 
will be February 20, 2020 from 6:30-9:30 pm and is sponsored by The Career Center, Adult Technical Training and The Ohio 
State University Extension. The three-hour program will consist of one keynote session and four breakout sessions. Each 
session will be 45 minutes in length. Participants will have the option to choose two out of the four breakout sessions to 
attend. 

I. KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

♦ Producer Framework for Mitigating Agricultural Production and Price Risk - Ben Brown, Assistant Professor - Ohio 
State University, Department of Agricultural, Environmental, and Development Economics 

II. BREAKOUT SESSIONS 
1. Farm Taxes - Everything you Need to Know for the Upcoming Tax Season - David Marrison, ANR Educator, Ohio 

State University Extension - Coshocton County. 

2. Grid Sampling - Field Soil Nutrient Variability - Elizabeth Hawkins, Assistant Professor - Field Specialist, Agronomic Sys- 
tems. Ohio State University Extension. 

3. Hemp - Ohio’s New and Emerging Agricultural Commodity – Ed Brown, ANR Educator, Ohio State University - Athens 
County. 

4. Land as Your Legacy – Information to Transfer the Farm and Related Assets – Farm Credit Mid-America, Wilber-Price 
Farm Solutions 

For more information about “Ag Night” please contact Marty Clark at Adult Technical Training (740) 373-6283 or Marcus 
McCartney at the OSU Extension office 740-376-7431. In case of a snow event the night of the program, please call Marty 
Clark at Adult Technical Training for cancellation information. 

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: 
http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 

“The Ohio State University, The United States Department of Agriculture and Washington County Commissioners 
Cooperating.” 

 

Ag Night @Adult Technical Training 
February 20th, 2020 from 6:30 – 9:30 PM 

21740 SR 676, Marietta, OH 45750 

FREE ADMISSION 

http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity


 

Caregiver Support Network Program- February 22 
 
The Caregiver Support Network at The Ohio State University Extension – Noble County is hosting an 
important discussion on caregiver burnout, telemedicine, useful gadgets and technology at a variety 
of state locations on Feb. 22.  
 
Guests will learn about caregiver self-care, managing burnout, stress, mental health, connecting with 
resources and more. Check-in starts at 12:30 p.m. and the event begins at 1 p.m. 
 
Ohio locations include Columbus, Akron, Athens, Caldwell, Fremont, Lebanon and Ottawa.  
 
The Caldwell event will be hosted at the Ohio State Extension SE Operations Center on SR 215 
(16714 State Route 215, Caldwell, Ohio 43724). All sites will connect electronically and have 
on-site facilitators to lead discussions about the topics presented. Local caregiver resources 
will also be available including the Buckeye Hills Regional Council Area Agency on Aging 8. 
 
Those who should attend include: family members caring for an adult or senior with chronic illness or 
disability; adult children concerned about aging parents; parents caring for adult children with 
disabilities; long-term care workers serving in an assisted living facility, adult family home or home 
care agency staff; and Social service, adult day service or mental health professionals who work with 
family caregivers.  
 
The program is $10 per person and registration is required and can be completed online at: 
www.go.osu.edu/caregiver20  
 
The Caregiver Support Network is a collaboration between Ohio AgrAbility, Ohio State University 
Extension, The OSU College of Nursing Martha S. Pitzer Center for Women, Children and Youth, and 
The Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities. The Noble County site is hosted through OSU 
Extension – Noble County. 

  

http://www.go.osu.edu/caregiver20
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We Need You  
to Help Represent Real Numbers in Agriculture 

from Noble County! 
 

Ohio Farm Custom Rate Survey 2020 
Barry Ward, Leader, Production Business Management 
OSU Extension, Agriculture & Natural Resources 
 
A large number of Ohio farmers hire machinery operations and other farm related work to be 
completed by others. This is often due to lack of proper equipment, lack of time or lack of 
expertise for a particular operation.  Many farm business owners do not own equipment for 
every possible job that they may encounter in the course of operating a farm and may, instead 
of purchasing the equipment needed, seek out someone with the proper tools necessary to 
complete the job. This farm work completed by others is often referred to as “custom farm 
work” or more simply “custom work”. A “custom rate” is the amount agreed upon by both 
parties to be paid by the custom work customer to the custom work provider. 
 
Custom farming providers and customers often negotiate an agreeable custom farming 
machinery rate by utilizing Extension surveys results as a starting point. Ohio State University 
Extension collects surveys and publishes survey results from the Ohio Farm Custom Survey 
every other year. This year we are updating our published custom farm rates for Ohio. 
 
We need your assistance in securing up-to-date information about farm custom work rates, 
machinery and building rental rates and hired labor costs in Ohio.  
  
This year we have an online survey set up that anyone can access. We would ask that you  
respond even if you know only a few rates.  We want information on actual rates, either what 
you paid to hire custom work or what you charged if you perform custom work. Custom Rates 
should include all ownership costs of implement & tractor (if needed), operator labor, fuel and 
lube. If fuel is not included in your custom rate charge there is a place on the survey to 
indicate this. 
 
You may access the survey at: ohio farm custom rates survey 2020 
The deadline to complete the survey is March 30, 2020. 
 
You may also submit your completed survey through the Noble County Extension Office by 
mail or drop-off by March 23. If you have any questions while completing the form, contact 
Christine Gelley at gelley.2@osu.edu or 740-732-5681.  

https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_7WN0eNQz3VO41nv
mailto:gelley.2@osu.edu


 



 



 



 

  



 
Your feedback is greatly appreciated and influential in the programs OSU Extension offers locally! 
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