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Dear Readers,  
 
I have been asked multiple times to host an edible wild plant workshop and as the questions trickle 

in about wild edibles, I feel compelled to explain why the suggested workshop hasn’t been offered yet. 
 Many are interested in identifying and collecting edibles, but this is a hobby that should be pursued 

with extreme caution. Hence, the hesitation to start a workshop. The risk of accidental consumption of a 
harmful plant following an event like that is too great. The most responsible overall advice I can give you 
about consuming wild edibles is, don’t do it. Unless you are stranded in the wilderness and need to survive 
on wild edibles, the risk vs. reward odds are not worth testing.  

Collecting wild edibles is an endeavor that could start out with good intentions and end in the 
hospital, or worse. Before you eat any plant or fungus you find in the wild, check, check, and check again to 
verify it is what you think. Many edibles seem perfectly safe just by looking at them, but don’t forget that 
there are other factors like pathogens or parasites that could make you ill that are unable to be seen, so eat 
at your own risk. 

If you determine it is “safe” to eat, only consume a tiny bit at a time, just in case something goes 
haywire. Also, keep an unaltered sample of what you have consumed, so that medical personnel could 
implement the appropriate treatment in an emergency. Remember that some wild edibles, like ginseng, are 
illegal to collect from state lands in OH. Permits can be acquired in some areas during the designated 
season for harvest. Don’t forget that in some wildlife areas, removal of ANY vegetation is illegal. 
 
 

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. 

For more information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 
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Sincerely, 

 

Christine Gelley 
 

Christine Gelley 
OSU Extension Educator 

 

Controlled cultivation is a safer bet. Many people successfully 
propagate their own mushrooms, herbs, and more. There is quite a bit 
of information about how to accomplish this task through OSU 
Extension and other sources. In fact, on Saturday, April 8 there will be 
a Growing Shiitake Mushrooms Workshop at the Noble County Soil 
and Water Conservation District Office. Anyone is welcome to attend 
this free event which will run from 10 a.m. to Noon featuring our local 
service forester-Adam Komar of ODNR as the guest speaker. Please 
call 740-732-4318 to RSVP. 
 
Stay smart. Stay safe. Enjoy Spring! 

http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity
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Kindred Gardens 
Gardening for Seniors   

 

Kindred Gardens is a program that offers stimulating gardening activities to seniors through a 
series of hands-on classes. All activities will be offered at no charge, but space may be limited. Please 
RSVP for each session. Programs will be held at the Noble County Senior Center- 300 Cumberland St, 
Caldwell, OH 43724. 

 

Segments will be offered throughout 2017, each including an activity associated with 
gardening. Sessions will begin at 10 a.m. and conclude by 11:30 a.m. Events are as follows: 

 

 April 18th -April Showers Bring May Flowers 

o Container gardening of flowers, herbs, and  

salad vegetables. 

 June 1st -Homegrown Healthy Helpings 

 September 14th -Abundant Harvest 

 November 9th -Winter Windowsill Wonders 
 

 

Please RSVP by phone to 740-732-5681 or by filling out this form and returning it to the Senior Center or to the Extension 
Office at 46049 Marietta Rd., Suite 2, Caldwell, OH 43724 by April 11th.  

Personal identifiers such as name and contact information will only be used to provide you with program updates. Information such as age and gender will be 

anonymously reported to summarize program impacts to The Ohio State University and the Senior Center.  

 

  

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 

To find out more about 
Kindred Gardens call 

Christine Gelley at the 
Noble County OSU 

Extension Office 
740-732-5681 

or email 
gelley.2@osu.edu. 

 

Name           Age  
Address  
Phone &/or Email  
 
Lunch is available at the Senior Center with a reservation made by 9 a.m. the day of the event. Lunch is $4.00 for 
those under 60. For those over 60, a $2.50 donation is suggested. Call 740-732-5129 for reservations. 

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to 
clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: 

go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 
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OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 

Farm Talk Breakfast 
You are invited! 
 

Farm Talk Breakfast will be held at the Noble County Extension Office on April 
19, 2017 from 8:00-9:30 a.m. Farm Talk is held on a rotational basis around 
Noble County and serves as a chance for agriculturalists to meet for discussion 
about current events and pressing issues in agriculture.  
 
RSVPs are appreciated by April 17th at Noon. Homemade breakfast will be 
served at 8:00 with discussion to follow. For more information, dietary requests, 
or to RSVP contact Agriculture and Natural Resources Educator-Christine Gelley 
at the Noble County OSU Extension Office.  
 

Discussion Topic: 
 

Cottage Food and Farm Market 

Rules, Regulations, & Exceptions 
 

 

Wednesday, 

April 19, 2017 

8:00-9:30 a.m.  
 

Noble County OSU Extension Office 
46049 Marietta Rd. Suite 2 

Caldwell, OH 43724 
 

Free Homemade Breakfast 
 

RSVP to Christine Gelley at 740-732-5681 
by Noon on April 17th 

 
CFAES provides research and related educational 
programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. 

For more information: 
http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 
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Fairy Garden Workshop 
Thursday, April 20

th

 2-3 p.m.  

Noble County Extension Office on SR 821 

 

 

 

Brought to you by… 

 The Noble County Master Gardener Volunteers 

Featuring Special Guest- Marti Reed 

Come and create your own fairy garden at this instructional 

workshop. All materials will be provided.  

$25 per attendee  

Pre-registration is required by April 14th.  

Space is limited. Don’t delay. Call today! 
 
Please RSVP by phone to 740-732-5681 or by filling out this form and returning it to the Extension Office 
at 46049 Marietta Rd., Suite 2, Caldwell, OH 43724 by April 14th. Checks can be written to OSU Extension 
with the memo “Fairy Garden Workshop.” 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 

Name(s)                 x $25=  
Address  
Phone &/or Email  
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  Oil & Gas Stakeholders,  
Keep this flyer in an easily accessible place! If you witness an oil or gas emergency notify your 
local fire department and the Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Oil & Gas. Turn 
this page over for a list of incidents that should be reported.  
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NEED A FARM ACCOUNT BOOK? 
 

The Extension Office has them in stock!  

 

$7.50 each 
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Updates on Current Agricultural Use Value (CAUV) 
 

 Noble County is one of 41 Ohio counties set 

to have CAUVs reappraised in 2017. Voices across 

Ohio have spoken up to say that the current 

system makes assumptions that do not accurately 

assess land use. This has led to over taxation for 

many in recent years.  
 Under the current system, land that is used 

for conservation efforts is often misrepresented 

under CAUV. This actually penalizes farmers who 

are dedicating space to conservation rather than 

pushing it to max yield potential. In the end, this 

hurts both farmers and conservation agencies.   

 According to Ohio Farm Bureau, counties 

that have been reappraised since 2015 have seen 

an average of $10 in tax savings per acre. Savings 

vary by taxing district depending on local factors. 

Overall, hopes are high that pending CAUV reform 

will put dollars back in farmer’s pockets and in turn, 

encourage conservation efforts across the state.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS 
 

 Noble County Master Gardener Volunteers will meet on April 11th from 9-10 a.m. at the Noble 

County Extension Office. 

 Did you sign up for A. I. School? Don’t forget class is from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on April 25, 26, and 

27 at the Eastern Agricultural Research Station. Each day will start at the station office, which is the 

gray and red building at the bottom of the hill between the lambing barn and the hay field. Come 

ready to get messy.  

 The Noble County Cattlemen’s Association Spring Classic Open Steer and Heifer Show will 

be on Saturday, April 29 at the Noble County Fairgrounds. For detailed information contact Sarah 

Reed (740-509-2238) or Jamie Miley (740-255-1752). 

 Pesticide & Fertilizer Applicator Courses are available in neighboring counties if scheduling 

conflicts arise for our local classes. Call for additional locations and dates. 

 Noble County is looking for volunteers to host pasture walks this 

summer. Let Christine know if you are interested. 

 You can now follow Noble County OSU ANR on Twitter, Instagram, and Pinterest! Links to these 

sites can be found at the county website: noble.osu.edu.  

 Check out Christine’s ANR blog at u.osu.edu/gelley.2 and the Buckeye Hills ANR blog at 

http://u.osu.edu/bhanr/.  


