
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Dear Readers,  
 

 July 2017 has been one of the rainiest Julys on record 
for Ohio. Although I have appreciated the clouds watering my 
vegetable garden at home and our Growing Together garden 
at the office, it would be nice if we could get longer stretches of 
dry time between showers. 
 All across Ohio the persistent rain causes issues for 
farming. Early in the season it was delayed planting, then 
delayed first cutting hay, now delayed second cutting hay, 
weed pressure, flooding damage, and more. Each year has its 
own challenges and farming is never easy. So, thank you for 
continuing to give it your all, even on the days you want to 
throw in the towel. 
 There are still many programs and events to look 
forward to this summer. Don’t miss the Fireman’s Festival this 
weekend or the Ohio State Fair which runs from July 26-Aug. 
6. Sept. 30 is the deadline for Fertilizer Applicator Certification 
Training, so if you need to get into a class still, sign up for the 
one on Aug. 14 in Caldwell. Join us on Aug. 17 for breakfast 
and a program on pipeline and utility safety. The Noble County 
Fair begins on Aug. 28 and runs through Sept. 2. Fair books 
are available at the Extension Office. I hope to see you there! 

NEWSLETTER 
 

NOBLE COUNTY AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES JULY-AUG | 2017 

Sincerely, 

Christine Gelley 
OSU Extension Educator 

Noble County Extension Office 

46049 Marietta Rd., Suite 2 

Caldwell, OH 43721 

Phone: 740-732-5681 

Fax: 740-732-5434 

Email: gelley.2@osu.edu 

URL: noble.osu.edu 
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CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a 
nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: 

http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 
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Noble County Oil and Gas Update Lunch & Learn 
 
On Wednesday August 16th the Noble County Chamber of Commerce and 
OSU Extension will host a Lunch and Learn program at the OSU Extension 
Southeast Region Office at 16714 Wolf Run Rd. Caldwell, OH. The featured 
speaker will be Mike Chadsey- Director of Public Relations for the Ohio 
Oil and Gas Association. Mr. Chadsey will provide an update on the state of 
oil and gas activity in Noble County. Representatives from the American 
Petroleum Institute, Eclipse Resources, and Antero Resources will be part of 
the program as well. Doors will open at 11 a.m. with lunch at 11:30, program 
at Noon, and closing remarks at 1 p.m. Questions about this event can be 
directed to the Noble County Chamber of Commerce at 740-732-7715. 

 

 

Continues… 
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You are invited to: 

Farm Talk Breakfast 
Pipeline & Utility Safety 

 
 

  

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Breakfast will begin at 8:30 a.m. with program and discussion to follow. 
 

Menu: 

Chicken & Waffles with Fruit on the Side and Coffee, Tea, or Milk. 
 

OSU Extension Southeast Region Office 
16714 Wolf Run Road 
Caldwell, OH 43724 

On SR 215 near Belle Valley across from the Research Farm. 

 
 

CFAES provides research and related educational 
programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. 

For more information: 
http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 

To RSVP call 740-732-5681. 

noble.osu.edu 

Thursday, 

August 17, 2017 

8:30 to 9:30 a.m.  
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165
th

 Noble County Fair 

August 28- September 2, 2017 
Entries accepted Aug. 15 - Aug. 26 until 4 p.m. 

Fair books available at the Extension Office. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gates open at 8 a.m. 

General Admission $9         Children 2 & Under Free 

Membership Tickets $20 
 

Veterans and Seniors (60+) free admission on Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 

Free Rides and Grandstand Admission with ticket purchase. $5 per day for members and Junior Fair exhibitors.  
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Gardening for Seniors 

 
 

 

 

Kindred Gardens 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kindred Gardens is a program that offers stimulating gardening activities to seniors through a 
series of hands-on classes. All activities will be offered at no charge, but space may be limited. Please 
RSVP for each session. Programs will be held at the Noble County Senior Center- 300 Cumberland St, 
Caldwell, OH 43724. 

Segments will be offered throughout 2017, each including an activity associated with 
gardening. Sessions will begin at 10 a.m. and conclude by 11:30 a.m. Events are as follows: 

 September 14th  -Abundant Harvest 

• At this session, we will talk about versatile uses for 

abundant garden vegetables, season extension 

methods, and food preservation. 

 

 November 9th -Winter Windowsill Wonders 

 
 

Please RSVP by phone to 740-732-5681 or by filling out this form and returning it to the Senior Center or to the 
Extension Office at 46049 Marietta Rd., Suite 2, Caldwell, OH 43724 by September 7th. 

Name Age     
Address     
Phone &/or Email   

 
Lunch is available at the Senior Center with a reservation made by 9 a.m. the day of the event. Lunch is $4.00 for 
those under 60. For those over 60, a $2.50 donation is suggested. Call 740-732-5129 for reservations. 

Personal identifiers such as name and contact information will only be used to provide you with program updates. Information such as age 
and gender will be anonymously reported to summarize program impacts to The Ohio State University and the Senior Center. 

noble.osu.edu 
 CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele 

on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: 
go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 

 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 

To find out more about 
Kindred Gardens call 

Christine Gelley at the 
Noble County OSU 

Extension Office 
740-732-5681 

or email gelley.2@osu.edu. 



JULY-AUG 2017 8 NOBLE COUNTY OSU EXTENSION 

 
 
 

 

T
ic

k
e

ts
 A

v
a

ila
b

le
 f

o
r 

$
7

 a
t:
 •

 N
o

b
le

 C
o

u
n

ty
 O

S
U

 E
x
te

n
s
io

n
 •

 
• 

J
o

n
e
s
 F

e
e

d
 •

 A
g

L
a

n
d

 •
 M

&
M

 F
e

e
d

 a
n

d
 S

u
p

p
ly

 •
 L

&
H

 T
ra

c
to

r 
S

a
le

s
 •

 



JULY-AUG 2017 9 NOBLE COUNTY OSU EXTENSION 

 
 
 

Washing Hands and Hog Show Timelines Important in  
Avoiding Swine Influenza Outbreaks 

 
Originally published on July 25, 2017 by Matt Reese and Dale Minyo of Ohio Ag Net. 

With the announcement of confirmed human cases of influenza following the Clinton County Fair H3N2 swine 
influenza discovery and H1N1 discovered in hogs at the Franklin County Fair, state leaders are reminding fairgoers 
and livestock exhibitors about commonsense ways to address and prevent the problem. 

 
“We have had a few people get sick from the Clinton County Fair. Nobody was hospitalized, but there were certainly 
flu-like symptoms in about nine individuals that have been confirmed. It is something we need to take seriously and 
it can be prevented very easily with hand washing and moving our animals in and out in a three-day period. We just 
need to be proactive,” said Tony Forshey, Ohio’s State Veterinarian. “We are reiterating the importance of hand 
washing stations, signs and keeping food out of the barn — just common sense things that are good sanitation and 
good hygiene. This virus is pretty easily killed with heat and soap and water. 

 
“It is critical that you get these pigs into the fairs — particularly in the partial terminal shows — and have those pigs 
on the fairgrounds no longer than 72 hours. If you have a breeding show get them in first. If you have an open class 
market show have it next, and have the junior market terminal shows last. Any time you’re over three days on the 
fairgrounds with those pigs you double your risk every day after that for having a disease outbreak. So get them in 
and get them out.” 

 
Cooler, less humid conditions help too. 

 
“We have had a lot of hot humid weather and we can get such a viral load because the pigs are stressed in the heat 
and humidity,” Forshey said. 

 
The Ohio State Fair has set an example over the years of taking precautions to ensure a healthy experience for all 
involved, human and livestock alike. This has included properly marked hand sanitizer stations around the barn, 
reminders to visitors of the importance of well-cared for animals, and spaced out shows which allow animals to be in 
and out in a matter of days with minimal stress. 

 
Fairs have a number of resources available to help get out accurate and informative reminders 

at pork.org/flu including fact sheets, biosecurity recommendations, and influenza surveillance tips. The Ohio Pork 
Council has even taken the step to help county fairs out with providing hand sanitizer. 

 
“If county fairs can show the Ohio Pork Council that they have taken the time to put up hand sanitizing stations, 
wash stations and signs reminding folks the best hygiene and practices to wash their hands before entering the 
building and not taking food in, we will provide reimbursement or two jugs of hand sanitizer for their county fair,” said 
Bryan Humphreys, executive vice president of the Ohio Pork Council. “We just want to know that they are hanging 
signs and doing what needs to be done because that can prevent a lot of trouble for the animals and the people that 
we care about.” 

Worried about Zika or West Nile Virus? The best ways to stay safe: 
 

 Keep gutters clean of debris, seal or screen water holding vessels 
and clean or treat with mosquito dunks monthly, clean bird baths 
weekly, use fish in ornamental ponds, cover swimming pools, 
eliminate anywhere standing water can accumulate, and use 
window screens. 
 

 Wear long, loose and light colored clothing. 
 

 Use insect repellent with DEET, Picardin, or lemon-eucalyptus oil.  

http://www.pork.org/production-topics/public-health/influenza/
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How will pasture recover after a flooding event? 
 

Originally published by Farm and Dairy on July 25, 2017 by Christine Gelley of OSU Extension. 
 

Summer 2017 has certainly been a wet one so far. Damage to agricultural land and crops has been noted 
across Ohio and beyond. Corn and bean setbacks seem to draw the most attention, but pasture damage is 
prevalent and concerning as well. Remediation of damaged pastures begins with evaluation. 
 

 
 
Above: A flooded soybean field in Licking County shows stress from multiple flooding events.  
 
Many of the forages used in our region are fairly resilient to submersion and waterlogged soils. How resilient 
they are depends on many factors including temperature, length of the stress period, depth of the water, 
growth stage of the plant, and silt deposition. 
 
Other associated concerns to be evaluated include stand age, animal activity, potential diseases related to 
flooding, erosion, and transport of weed seed from one property to another. 
 
Plant death 
 
Warm temperatures increase the rate of plant damage and death, which is partially why summer flooding can 
cause more damage to plant tissue than spring floods. 
 
The longer the water sits and the deeper it becomes, the greater the chances for plant death. Standing water is 
more detrimental than flowing water. The more leaves that reach above the water surface, the better. 
 
Erosion will create soil fertility issues and silt deposition may suffocate some plants. Most of our common 
forages will tolerate 2 inches of deposited silt or less without substantial damage. Actively growing alfalfa will 
typically recover from three days submerged. 
 
Plant survival 
 
Phytophthora scouting should be done about a month following flooding and action taken if detected. Ryegrass 
and orchardgrass will survive several days submerged and tall fescue will persist even longer. 
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Legumes tend to be less tolerant of submersion than grasses, but can persist exposed in waterlogged soils for 
extended periods. Alfalfa can typically survive one-two weeks of waterlogged soils, while white clover can 
tolerate up to three weeks, and red clover up to four weeks. 
 
Animal health 
 
Water flow patterns can flush soil, weed seeds, manure and microbes into flooded pastures and cause 
concerns for animal health. If deposited silt levels are too high, animals may accidently consume substantial 
amounts while grazing, which can cause digestive issues. 
 
Weed seeds can be swept into the pasture and establish themselves in the damaged areas, crowding out the 
desirable forages during flood recovery. Detrimental weeds taking over damaged areas will reduce intake of 
high quality forages and may pose risks if poisonous plants become established. 
 
In times of pasture stress, animals are more likely to consume poisonous plants in an effort to find enough to 
eat. Microbes and parasites are also easily transported into grazing pastures if water flows through an area of 
manure or sewage storage. 
 
It would be best to wait a week or two to return animals to pastures that have been flooded with tainted water. 
This will help maintain good herd health. Also, do not return animals to the pasture or use equipment in 
waterlogged areas until you can travel through the field without compressing the soil. 
 
Grasses that form a thick sod will be able to accommodate grazing more quickly than bunch type grasses. 
Once the water has drained from the pasture and the soil, investigate if there are any management decisions 
you could make now to reduce damage if a duplicate flooding event occurred. 
 
Reseeding 
 
Consider reseeding heavily damaged areas. Choose varieties that will withstand the conditions of your 
operation. Consider planting an annual forage to compensate in such areas as an emergency crop while you 
plan for the long term. 
 
Planting an annual forage will reduce further erosion, provide competition for weeds, and supply feed for 
animals more quickly than perennials. Annual ryegrass offers excellent tolerance to poorly drained soils, wheat 
has good tolerance, while oats, rye, and sorghum-sudangrass offer fair tolerance. 
 
When the flood has receded and the sunshine returns, look forward to the future. 

 
 At July’s Farm Talk Picnic DVM. Justin Kieffer presented benefits and methods for early pregnancy detection in 

cattle, sheep, and goats to producers at the Ag Research Station. If you would like the notes from this program, 
they are available. Email gelley.2@osu.edu or call 740-732-5681 and ask for Christine. 

 Ohio Sheep Day was July 15 at OARDC in Wooster. The 2018 Ohio Sheep Day will be held at EARS on July 14. 
If you have program topic ideas, feel free to share them as we plan ahead for next year. 

mailto:gelley.2@osu.edu
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Announcements & Reminders- Mark your calendars! 
 

 The Ohio State Fair begins Wednesday, July 26 and runs through Sunday, August 6 in 
Columbus. 

 United Way of Guernsey and Noble Counties will host a Farm to Table Breakfast for 
members of the Noble County Chamber of Commerce on Friday, August 4. Breakfast will 
be served in the Caldwell High School Cafeteria beginning at 7:30 a.m. and concluding at 
8:45 a.m. The food prepared for the breakfast will be locally sourced from members of our 
Farmers’ Markets. Please RSVP if you plan to attend to United Way at 740-439-2667.  

 Don’t forget to visit our Farmers’ Markets each Friday in Caldwell! The Noble County 
Farmers’ Market runs from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. and the Caldwell Community Farmers’ Market 
runs from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the square in Caldwell. 

 Ohio Local Foods Week is August 6-12. Explore all that Ohio has to offer and share your 
celebration on social media with #localfoodsOH.  

 The Noble County Farm Bureau’s Annual Meeting & Ice Cream Social will be on Friday, 
August 11 at 6:30 p.m. at the Ball-Caldwell Barn- 16 East St. in Caldwell. There is no cost 
for members to attend. Please RSVP by August 1 to 740-425-3681 or noble@ofbf.org.   

 Noble County Farm Bureau is sponsoring a series of Home Food Preservation Workshops 
at the Joyce M. Davis Senior Center with OSU Extension’s Samantha Schott. There is no 
registration cost for Farm Bureau members. Non-members may join the class for $25 per 
session. Please RSVP with 10 days notice to each class by calling 740-425-3681. 
Remaining classes are: Fermented & Pickled Vegetables on Sept. 6 and Wild Game on 
October 4. Classes begin at 6:30 p.m.  

 The next Ohio Sheep Shearing School will take place on September 15 & 16 in Hebron. If 
you are interested in enrolling this fall, call Christine for details at 740-732-5681. 

 The Ohio Beef Study Group has made plans to tour facilities in Licking and Perry Counties 
this fall on September 27 & 28. Bus pick up/drop off stops will be made in Cambridge and 
Mt. Gilead. The trip is limited to about 40 participants and a $150 deposit is requested to 
confirm your attendance by August 7. If you are interested in attending, contact Judy Minyo 
for more details at 740-638-5665.   

 The Master Gardener Volunteer State Conference is September 29-30 in Columbus. This 
year’s theme is Grow Your Own Way and the keynote speaker is Melinda Myers. More 
details about the conference schedule are available at http://www.go.osu.edu/2017statemgv. 

Conference registration is $120 and due by August 15. The conference is limited to 330 
participants and usually sells out before the deadline.  

 Save the date for Beef School 2017. It is scheduled for October 3 & 10 at the Eastern 
Agricultural Research Station. Details will be available soon.  

mailto:noble@ofbf.org
http://www.go.osu.edu/2017statemgv

